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The Promises of God 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen, — 2 Corinthians 1 : 20. 


Gor. promises are like the birds of heaven 

That fill the hours with music all day long; 
Too oft unheard and oftener unheeded 

Amid earth’s voices of despair and wrong; 
Each one a thought of God, a joy, a comfort, 

If we but pause to listen to its song. 


God's promises are like the rain of heaven 

-That falls in blessing from the cloudy skies, 
The mown grass and the tender herb rejoicing 

When all the land is parched and verdure dies, 
Replenishing the streams of His refreshing 

Till from the dust of death new harvests rise. 


God’s promises are like the winds of heaven 

And each in turn His trumpet - message brings ; 
Sweeping afar, with breath of sea or forest, 

The poison mist that o’er the lowland clings ; 
Reviving forces that can soothe and strengthen, 

Life in their touch and healitfg in their wings. 


God's promises are like the stars of heaven,— 
As numberless, as glorious, as bright; 

Though endless ages witness to their splendor, 
Still do they glow with undiminished light, 

Unseen and unremembered in the sunshine 
And showing fairest in the darkest night. 


God’s promises, forever fixed in Heaven, 
Though earth and heaven pass, shall still abide ; 
Yea.and Amen they are in Christ the Saviour, — 
And all our needs in them are satisfied. 








Are You Hard Pressed? 


Depression is bearing people down—that is the 
meaning of the word: to “press down.” “Depress” means 
also to overcome. But we can suffer severely from 
the strange and world-wide depression of today and 
yet not be overcome. We can be “more than con- 
querors” in the midst of the depression ; we can even 
rejoice in it. The secret of such joy and victory is 
one that only Christians can know. There is a very 
beautiful little sentence tucked away in Mark’s account 
of the disciples’ experience one night in a storm on 
the Sea of Galilee. The Lord, after working the mighty 
miracle of feeding five thousand men with five loaves 
and two fishes, had sent the disciples away in a boat 
and had gone up into a mountain to pray. The 
account continues: “And when even was come, the 
ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the 
land. And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the 
wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth 
watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking ee 
the sea, and would have passed by them.” “And h 


_ pentance, and to 


saw them toiling in. rowing,” — let us never forget 
that he saw them. That is’the comforting fact. Are 
we desperately hard pressed today? Then he sees us 
toiling in rowing. The Lord did not let his personal 
prayer life make him forgetful of his disciples. He 
never forgets us. That he “would have passed by 
them” was only in seeming, for he was going to them. 
What he said to them he says to us today: “Be of 
good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.” And before there 
was any shipwreck “the wind ceased.” The Captain 
of our Salvation, if we will but trust him clear through, 
has greater blessings for us because of this depression 
than we could know in any other way. We are to 
keep on rowing, but praising him as we do so that his 
eyes are upon us to deliver us. 


a” 
Correct Walking for Today 


How may we walk correctly? We hear much 
about correct posture, the right position for the feet, 
physical exercises that will build us up and keep us 
well; and as Christians we need to think about cor- 
rect walking. The days in which we live are beset 
with difficulties in walking. The Keswick Calendar 
recently published an illuminating item: “ ‘Walking’ 
signifies not rest but activity, whether of mind or of 

. .- +» When Adam was in an unfallen condition 
the Lord God had walked with him in the garden. 
Enoch, however, was in the midst of a scene of in- 
creasing corruption and violence; no longer was it 


possible for God to walk with him as once He did in. 


an unfallen creation, so Enoch walked with God. God 
himself he knew: in God’s things he lived and moved 
and had his being.. In body he trod the earth: in spirit 
he moved with God in His own place, and amongst 
His own things.” So Enoch had the secret that we 
need today, for the divinely given signs of the end 
of the age and of the Lord’s return are being ful- 
filled before our eyes, and the Lord himself said that 
the time of “the coming of the Son of man” should 
be like the time of Noah and “the days that were 
before the flood” (Matt. 24: 37-39). Enoch lived in 
the period before the flood, and “the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth” as it certainly is today. 


But Enoch did not say, “It is no use trying to walt 
with God in @ time like this.” The very desperateness 
of the time is a compelling reason why we should walk 
with God-—for there lies our only safety. There is 
no other correct walking. But how can we do it? 
By faith alone. “As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Col. 2:6). 


ya 
“Christ Life” 

“Christ Life” is the only true life that any Chris- 
tian has. For “God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.” That is why Paul said, “To 
me to'live is Christ.” So “Christ Life” is the only 
normal Christian life, and it was fitting that Dr. 
Howard A. Banks should have used these two words 
as the name of his richly spiritual and informing maga- 
zine’ when he began its publication eight years ago. 
This monthly magazine, Christ Life (published at 
423 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh), is filled with 
illuminating studies of the Victorious Life in Christ, 
of current events in the light of prophecy, and of other 
subjects on which God’s people need to be informed. 
Its editor and publisher, Dr. Banks, was for seven 
years an associate editor of THe SuNnpAY SCHOOL 
Times, and his department “For Family Worship” 
every week in this paper brings blessing to many for 
the home altar and for personal devotions. During the 
past year Dr. Banks’ magazine business has suffered 
from the general economic conditions as most of us 
have; a bank in which magazine funds were deposited 
was closed; and it has been a time of severe testing 
both financially and physically, illness being an addi- 
tional problem. Surely THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
Family will gladly keep Dr. Banks and Christ Life 
in their prayers, asking that God may restore Dr. 
Banks himself to full health and meet the financial 
needs. ‘Those who would like further information, or 
whose hearts are prompted to write in sympathy and 
fellowship, may address Dr. Banks at the address given 
above. - Because this is conspicuously a time when 
“every man shall bear his own burden,” it is also a 
time of .blessed opportunity to fulfill the word “Bear 
ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ” (Gal. 6:2, 5). 


The Seething Pot of the World 


Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see 

a rod of an almond tree. Then said the Lord 
unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my 
word to perform it. 

“And the Word of the Lord came unto me the sec- 
ond time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I 
see a SEETHING Pot; and the face thereof is toward 
the north. Then the Lord said unto me, Out of the 
north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the land” (Jer. 1: 11-14). 

God sent his prophets to warn the people, to give 
the reason for his judgments, and an opportunity for 
those who heeded his voice to repent of their sins, 
and to provide a way of escape for them from impend- 
ing disaster. 


The World’s Impending Crisis —Again God is warn- 
ing. This time the nations of the world, as well as 
Israel, by his word and by conditions, that the secth- 
ing pot of the wortd is" approaching a climax. 

We are living in no ordinary times; economic dis- 
turbance is only one phase of it. To quote from a 
well-known secular author and writer: 

“Destruction is not threatening civilization, it is 
happening to civilization before our eyes. The ship 
of civilization is not going to sink in five years, nor 
in fifty years. It is sinking now.” 

And when we look at the Word of God with its 
predictions concerning the end of this present boastful, 
modern age, we find the world to be like a fast ex- 
press train rushing for an open chasm. God is warn- 
ing individuals now to bring forth fruits meet for re- 
“flee from the wrath to come.” 


OT ier Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 


What God Says Will Come Upon the World.— 
“Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity 
[meaning, in the Greek, no way out]; the sea and the 
waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth” (Luke 21: 25-28). And what have we now 
in the world? 

A marked disintegration of existing orders and in- 
stitutions. 

Thrones disappearing, and no stability among pres- 
ent Gentile governments. 

The credit of the nations seriously impaired, the 
people staggering under their debt burdens, securities 
fallen in value, banks failing, business men in trouble, 
suicides increasing, 

Statesmen are at their wit’s end, with no solution 
for the troubles of the world. 

Lawlessness and violence are on every hand. The 
prisons are filled to overflowing. 

The predicted signs’ of this age (Matt. 24: 6-8), 
wars, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, are in- 
creasing in frequency and intensity. 

Men desire and talk peace, but the nations increase 
their armaments and are preparing for war. 

Millions of the unemployed are in need of the neces- 
sities of life. Propagandists use this acute situation 
to incite to deeds of violence, and to the overthrow 
of existing orders and governments, instead of being 
subject to them as we are commanded (Rom. 13: 1-4). 

Be careful when the Lord speaks to you that second 
time concerning a sinful life, or of compromising, 
worldliness; backsliding, or failure to do what he made 
plain was his desire for you, lest in not heeding his 
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voice, his providences in your life, you let the oppor- 
tunity pass by, and his Spirit ceases to strive (Heb. 
2: 1-3). 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


The Folly of Israel—The nation had forgotten and 
forsaken God, joined themselves to the abominable 
practices of the nations around them, and broke their 
covenant relations with Jehovah. They stoned God’s 
prophets who called them to repentance, and eventually 
turned their Messiah over to the Gentiles to be put 
to death on the cross. As a result Israel was scattered 
among the Gentiles, and swallowed up like Jonah 
(Hos. 8:7, 8). Sowing to the wind they reaped the 
whirlwind. Judgment fell, after repeated warnings, 
and the Word of God is verified among them to this 
present day: 

“And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, 
neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the 
Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and 
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and thy life shall 
hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day 
and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life: 
in the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were 
even! And at even thou shalt say, Would God it were 
morning!” (Deut. 28: 65-67.) 

Gentile Governments—When Israel failed God, he 
gave the overlordship of the world over to the Gentiles 
under Nebuchadnezzar of the Babylonish Empire, and 
predicted, through his prophet Daniel the course of 
Gentile times (Dan. 2: 37, 38; 4: 23-25; Rom. 13: 1-3). 

Jerusalem was to be “trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 
21:24). Gentile government therefore had a definite 
time for beginning, a definite course predicted, and a 
definite time to reach its end. 

That time is evidently at our door, for the’ close 
of the World War saw England taking mandate over 
Palestine, other nations concurring; the Jews begin- 
ning to return to their own land; and the rapid dis- 
integration of existing Gentile governments. 

We are now approaching a predicted federation of 
nations on the scene of the Old Roman Empire (Dan. 
2), under a world-tyrant fearing neither God nor 
man, and demanding worship (Rev. 13). The north- 
ern powers will be arrayed against this alliance, and 
the stage is set for a coming world-welter, with its 
slaughter and suffering, Israel in the center of the 
vortex (Jer. 30: 1-11). 

The harvest of a wicked world is fast ripening. God 
has a controversy with the nations (Jer. 25: 30-33). 
His Son was crucified, his grace has been spurned, 
his Word rejected, and the nations must stand before 
the One whom they rejected. The Son of man will 
separate the nations as sheep from goats,— some to 
go into everlasting punishment, others into life eternal 
(Matt. 25: 31-46). The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). 

Individual Judgment is Also Coming..—“Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God?” (1 Cor. 6: 9-11.) 

“But unto them that are contentious, and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile” (Rom. 2: 8-11). 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3: 36). 


The First and Second Coming of Jesus Christ— 
At the first coming of Christ, when one dispensation 
merged into another, great changes took place. 

National Israel fell back into the mass of Gentile 
humanity ; the kingdom of God was held in abeyance, 
while the Church of God, the body of Christ, composed 
of both Jew and Gentile, was being formed. This has 
now continued for two. thousand years, and we are 
approaching the end of this dispensation of grace. 

At the second coming of our Lord to take posses- 
sion of his own, the redeemed from among the chil- 
dren of men will be “caught up” to share the glory 
of our Lord. Israel, chastened, repentant, purified, 
but decimated, will be. restored to God’s favor and 
become a channel of blessing to the saved Gentile 
nations on the earth. 

This second coming will be marked by even greater 
changes than the first, affecting all earthly orders and 
heavenly bodies. It will be such a period of darkness 
and distress as the world has never seen, and except 
those days were shortened, no flesh could be saved 
(Acts 2: 14-21; Matt. 24: 21, 22). 

The first coming centered around Christ and Cal- 
vary. 

The second coming centers around the Antichrist, 
the Great Tribulation, and the judgments of God upon 
the world. 


The Judgment of Christendom—False Christendom, 
with a “form of godliness,” but with no spiritual life 
or power, will receive judgment also. What a day 
it will be for a blaspheming, cigarette-puffing, moving 

This editorial, by O. R. Palmer, may be had in pamphlet 
form. Single copies free, if return stamped and addressed 
envelope is sent; 100 copies for 50 cents, from Berachah 
Church, 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, Philadelphia. 
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picture loving, dance hall frequenting, card playing 
profession of godliness! There has been no change 
of heart or life (Matt. 18:3; John 3: 1-7). The mass 
of ecclesiasticism with its political-religious machinery, 
“neither hot nor cold,” will be spued from the mouth 
of our coming Lord (Rev. 3: 14-22). Does he not say: 

“Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6: 46.) 


No Time For Delay.—‘Escape for thy life,” said 
the angels to Lot in wicked Sodom (Gen. 19:17). 

“They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them 
all” (Luke 17:27). 

The rich man said, “Eat, drink, and be merry,” but 
God said to him, “Thou fool.” 

“In hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments” (Luke 
12: 16-21; 16: 19-23). 

Men say “Tomorrow,” but God says “Today if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Heb. 3: 
7, 8). : 

How May We Escape?—There is no escape if we 
scorn, refuse, or even neglect God’s way of salvation 
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(Heb. 2:3). 
his son, who died for our sins (Isa. 53: 1-7; John.3: 
16). God is- “not willing that any should perish” 
Pet. 3:9). 

His salvation is for sinners (Rom. 5: 6-10; Luke 
15: 1-7); for those who come to God through Jesus 
to be saved from their sins; the “whosoever will,” 
“the whosoever believeth” (John 3:16; 6:37; Rev. 
22:17). But we cannot trifle with God and his offer, 
lest the morrow find us unsaved, and among those who 
will be cast out of his presence forever. 

“Whosoever” — and that takes in rich and poor, 
cultured and ignorant, moral and immoral,: religious 
and irreligious — “was NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN 
THE BOOK OF LIFE was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Rev. 20:15). 

The blood of Jesus Christ, and the blood. alone, 
can atone for our sins, and provide a ground for our 
eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12; Col. 2: 12-14; 1 John 
1:7). Believe and accept it before the door of mercy 
closes. 

“His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood avails for: me.” 





Ought I to Leave My Church? 


Separation is without doubt a Scriptural teaching, 
but how far is it to be applied? The monks of old 
tried this to the nth degree. Problems seem to be 
the order of the day in every department of life, 
— social, governmental, business, and religious, — and 
in the latter there seems to be a condition like unto 
the plains of Shinar — confusion; and where is the 
“Little Flock” in the midst of all this? 


What is one to do for Christian fellowship? Take 
one born into and brought up in a church that in 
time past stood firm for the faith and where one’s 
friends are gathered in large number; but where the 
destructive criticism within, and the control of those 
in authority in both spiritual and material things 
without, who are pronounced in their modernistic 
stand, cause one to feel irritated and out of fellow- 
ship. What is the solution? Get out or stay in?— 
An Iowa business man. 


“Ought I to leave my church?” is a question that 
comes to THE SunpDAy ScHoot Times from readers 
more often, now, than almost any other question. 
That the situation described by the Iowa reader is 
found increasingly throughout the Christian world is 
only too apparent to all observing Christian people 
who still believe God’s Word and the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That there is a vast number of 
these true believers is equally undeniable; the Times 
has refreshing evidence of this in countless ways. And 
it is not strange that so many should be troubled, even 
distressed, by the increasing difficulty of finding church 
fellowship where pastor and congregation stand un- 
compromisingly for the old faith. 

It is obvious that no “rule” can be given by which 
the individual Christian’s duty may always be deter- 
mined in such a case as has prompted the Iowa in- 
quirer’s letter. The Bibie itself, uncompromisingly 
clear on all furdamental doctrines, shows also that 
God graciously allows and even directs a latitude of 
personal choice and decision in matters of this sort. 
There are certain cenditions that, according to the 
Scriptures, demand a complete and immediate sever- 
ance of personal relationships. Here is a plain word, 
for example, in John’s Second Epistle: “For many- 
deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a 
deceiver and an antichrist... . . Whosoever transgress- 
eth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. . . . If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 7: 
9-11). The denial of the deity and humanity of 
Christ, — that is, that the man Jesus of Nazareth was 
and is the Eternal Word or Son of God who was in 
the beginning with God and was God, and who “was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, . . . full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14), is anti-Christianity, and we 
are forbidden to have spiritual fellowship with any 
and all “deceivers” who stand for this denial. Plainly, 
therefore, if the minister of a church shows that he 
denies the faith in this way, the Word forbids God’s 
children to have fellowship in that church. 

But on the other hand there is no question that true 
children of God in the ministry are now often con- 
fused or misled as to the teaching of certain Scrip- 
tures, thereby being somewhat influenced and harmed 
by Modernism, yet holding true to the Gospel. THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times believes that it is not neces- 
sarily the duty of Christians to withdraw from a 
church of which the pastor may be thus misled. Many 
a true Christian man or woman has remained in such 
a church, teaching a Sunday-school class of children 









or adults, quietly witnessing to the whole Word of 
God, and has been blessedly used of God as an anti- 
dote to the wrong or confused teachings that may be 
accepted there. It is almost always possible to find 
other true believers with whom one may have fellow- 
ship in such a church; one of the most effective things 
that can be done is to form.a prayer group, perhaps 
of only two or three members, meeting regularly to 
pray for minister and officers and people in a church 
where Modernism has made some inroads. 

One thing is certain: the true believer need never, 
and should never, ‘feet irritated” under such circum- 
stances. For the true believer is never, as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas used to remind us, “under the circumstances” 
but always far above them, “risefi with Christ” in the 
heavenlies, and may know continually, moment by mo- 
ment, “the peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing” (Phil. 4:7). That assurance of divine and un- 
broken peace, by the way, is given in connection with 
the inspired apostle’s injunction to be anxious, or wor- 
ried, for nothing, “but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God.” When believers decline, by 
Christ in whom they can do all: things, to fall into the 
sin of irritation and worry, they can pray with power, 
and their prayers for the transforming of a minister 
and a people are more likely to be answered. 


The Editor’s Summer Conferences 


§ prayers of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times 
Family are earnestly desired for God’s blessing 
on the ministry of the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull; at the six conferences 
for which engagements have been made for this sum- 
mer. Those in charge will be grateful to readers if 
they will announce these conferences in their own 
churches and among their friends, and the Editor is 
looking forward to the privilege of meeting many of 
the Times readers during the course of the confer- 
ences. It will be noted that three of the engagements 
are in connection with the annual meetings of various 
organizations, and three are Victorious Life Confer- 
ences conducted by Mr. Trumbull. Those desiring 
further information may write to the pastors of the 
churches named. : 


June 15-17.—Grand Rapids, Mich., Calvary Undenomina- 
tional Church, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, pastor.~ This is the 
Annual Convention of the Independent Fundamental Churches 
of America, held June 13-17. 

June .19-22.—Columbus, Ohio, Annual Convention of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Association, to meet in 
the Civic Auditorium. The Convention runs from June 19 
to 26; further information may be had from the President, 
Dr. Paul W. Rood, Turlock, Cal.; or from the Executive 
Secretary, Dr. W. B. Riley, 102 Harmon Place, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

August 2-7.—Flagstaff, Ariz., Southwest Bible and Mis- 
sionary Conference. This Twenty-ninth Annual Conference 
is held August 2-14, ministering to Indians and missionaries 
to Indians; address the President, the Rev..James R. Smith, 
Fort Defiance, Ariz. 

August 14-21.—San Diego, Cal., First Baptist Church, Dr. 
John Bunyan Smith, pastor. Victorious. Life Conference 
under auspices of Southwestern Bible Conference Associa- 
“tion. 

August 28 to September 2.—Portland, Ore. Victorious 
Life Conference, arranged by Union Gospel Mission with 
a number of churches participating. Address the Superin- 
tendent of the Mission, the Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, 3 North 
Third Street, Portland. 

September 6-11.—Seattle, Wash., First Presbyterian Church, 
Dr.’Mark A. Matthews, pastor. Victorious Life Conference. 


His love has provided it in the gift.of 
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How Revival Came to Pao-ting-fu 


An old-time awakening that is not out of date 


By Florence L. Logan 














praying; “Lord, revive thy Church and begin with 


Fe: so many dreary, barren years we had been 


me.” Now we must shout from the housetops 
that he has done exceeding abundantly above ali we 
asked or thought! Streams of living water are freely 
flowing, bringing floods of new life and joy to parched 
and thirsty hearts. Oh, let us praise his Name to- 
gether ! 

Last summer a few of the most earnest of our num- 
ber, missionary and Chinese, were filled with a divine 
dissatisfaction with themselves... One dear girl who 
had had a glorious experience of being truly born 
again went off on her summer vacation determined 
never to teach or preach again unless she found the 
secret of victorious, holy living. A faithful heavenly 
Father had an “Aquila and Priscilla” ready to meet 
her deep need. 

She was led anew to present herself a living sac- 
rifice on God’s altar, and then to believe that what 
she had given was accepted and that the Holy Spirit’s 
fire had purged and sanctified the gift. It was a step 
of faith without any feeling or emotion. But a few 
days later in Peiping Miss Liu had the joy for the 
first time in her life of seeing a soul gloriously saved. 
This first convert was Miss’ Kao, a young university 
woman of brilliant mind, proud, self-satisfied, Gospel- 
hardened. She studiously. avoided any private con- 
versation with Miss Liu, but one night the girls had 
to share the same room. Miss Kao spurned the in- 
vitation to kneel.in prayer. But as her friend inter- 
ceded for her, the Holy Spirit filled her with godly 
fear; she dropped to her knees, and to her own amaze- 
ment begged for mercy. Her sins flashed before her 
mind with the distinctness of a moving picture until 
she had confessed them all. Then she arose a new 
creature in Christ Jesus with all of life changed. 
With this miracle of grace before her eyes, Miss Liu 
needed no further evidence that her own Pentecost 
was a fact. 


Fourteen Hours of Prayer and Fasting 

Several others had similar experiences, so when the 
group of missionaries and evangelists gathered for a 
month of intensive Bible study in the early fall, the 
theme was naturally the work of the Holy Spirit and 
the “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” 
(Heb. 12:14). We were greatly blessed with new 
faith and an absolute hunger for prayer. The whole 
church joined us in a day of fasting and prayer from 
seven o'clock in the merning until nine o'clock at 
night. Many hearts were hungry, others were critical 
and disdainful of the emphasis on holiness, 

Then in November the Lord began to work in the 
Women’s Bible Institute. -—From the first the Lord 
has greatly blessed this little school, which seems to 
have been raised up to take the place of the middfe 
school, closed because the government was forcing 
registration and the elimination of the Bible. In one 

‘year the Institute grew from an enrollment of two 
to more than. sixty, with three deeply spiritual teachers, 
of whom Miss Liu is one. 

The school was originally -intended for illiterate 
women and girls and accordingly had a very simple 
curriculum. In the fall several students who were 
grammar school graduates came. One of these seemed 
very unhappy and wept a great deal. She complained 
to a classmate that she wanted to go to high school, 
not waste her time among these illiterates! Finally 
she was led to one of her teachers for prayer and 
counsel. The Lord graciously dealt with her, and in 
tears she confessed that her sins were many and her 
heart uneasy. At the age of twelve she had repented 
in a Salvation Army meeting, but later grew cold. 
She loved the world and pretty clothes, even stealing 
to gratify her desires. All these things she poured 

~ out before the Lord ard sought his forgiveness. Then 
she began making restitution and asking people to 
forgive her. 

The fact that she was willing to “lose face” by public 
confession, together with the wonderful joy that had 
come:-into her. face and heart, moved the students 
greatly. Little groups of two or three sought out their 
teachers saying, “We want to ‘settle our sin account.” 
Very clearly they were pointed to the simple condi- 
tions, then kneeling, one after another, with tears of 
real contrition, would confess and renounce their many 
sins. 

As these found peace and joy others became des- 
perate. Thirteen spent a whole half day with one 
teacher in Bible study and prayer, In the afternoon 
six returned, hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness. It was late at night before all were satisfied. 
After heart-searching confession and prayer, each drew 
a verse from the “Promise Box.” This is a box of 








“The preaching was not unusual, but the fruit- 
age was.” So Miss Logan, a missionary in China, 
writes of one of the Christian workers who took 
part in the remarkable movement described in 
this article. One woman had resisted the Gospel 
for eighteen years and had presecuted others. In 
the meetings last summer she was convicted of 
sin, fled to Christ for refuge, and so witnessed at 
home that nine others were saved.. This impres- 
sive story of recent revival in China seems to 
breathe forth the love and power of God. It is 
to be hoped that it may break down barriers of 
pride and indifference among God’s people and 
help to bring revival in the homeland and on 
other mission fields. 








cards, each with a Bible promise printed on it. Al- 
most always the verses were peculiarly appropriate to 
each case, and they went off rejoicing in God’s faith- 
fulness. ; 

Another evening such a crowd were seeking to be 
born again-that they had to be taken into one of the 
larger classrooms. “We have no peace; we want to be 
saved!” They were clearly convicted of sin. When 
they had cleared everything by confession their joy 
knew no bounds and they scattered singing “O happy 
day, that fixed my choice.” Apologies and restitution 
followed on every hand. Falsehood, stealing, reviling, 
criticism, unkind words—these were some of the 
things for which they were repentant. One girl went 
home especially to ask her mother’s forgiveness. Her 
humble confession so moved the family that they were 
soon all seeking salvation, confessing their sins with 
tears; and then how joyful they were in the Lord! 

The gracious working of the’ Holy Spirit extended 
to the little day school in the same compound, and the 
head teacher was gloriously converted, although she 
had been critical and defiant. Three of the older stu- 
dents also had definite experiences. On Thanksgiving 
Day outside friends were invited in to a testimony 
meeting. It started early in the evening, but there 
was no stopping it for many hours as one after an- 
other clearly and joyfully told what God had done in 
her heart. 

Our hearts were full of wonder and praise, but the 
church as a whole was still untouched. Then in Jan- 
uary God sent the Bethel Band to us. 

“Bethel” is a work of faith carried on in Shanghai 
by a wonderful Chinese woman physician, Dr. Mary 
Stone, Miss Jennie V. Hughes, and their associates. 
There is a large hospital, an orphanage, and a Bible 
school. Recently they have formed evangelistic teams 
that go as God leads, all over China, reviving the 
Church and preaching the Gospel. We had heard only 
vaguely of their work; but feeling the need of a spe- 
cial evangelistic effort, we sent them an invitation. 
Our intention had been to reach outsiders, and in the 
six meetings held for them, about a hundred made 
decisions for Christ. But this result was a small in- 
pastes compared with the reviving that believers re- 
ceived. 


“We Were Surprised to Find Them So Young” 


The Bethel Band that came to us was composed of 
Pastor and Mrs. Chi and Miss E. We were surprised 
to find them very young, and accordingly felt we 
couldn’t expect very much! But we: were soon re- 
minded of Paul’s words to Timothy, “Let no man de- 
spise thy youth!” We discovered that hoary hairs 
are not essential to deep spiritual experience, for the 
Lord was with them in power. 

Pastor Chi was called to preach in 1925, two years 
after he first saw a Bible. He has had neither college 
nor seminary nor Bible institute training, but has 
been marvelously taught of God. Ordinarily a Shang- 
hai man would not be able to make himself understood 
in other parts of China, but Pastor Chi speaks Man- 
darin, which is the language of most of the provinces. 
Moreover he is able quickly to change his tones and 
pronunciation to fit local peculiarities, a ‘special gift 
to fit him for this work. } 

This young servant of the Lord is strictly qa Bible 
preacher. He doesn’t snatch texts hither and yon, 
but expounds paragraph by paragraph, a whole chap- 
ter in nearly every sermon, often bringing out an 
unsuspected unity of thought. He preaches with a 
blackboard on which he draws comical illustrations 
which are very effective, for the next moment the pic- 
tures that caused laughter drive home lessons with 
solemn intensity. 

The theme of one of the early meetings was the 
raising of Lazarus. There was so much merriment 
over the drawings that I feared the spiritual value 


would be lost. But to my amazement nearly the whole 
congregation — nurses, Bible women, students, church 
leaders —-went forward desiring to have their stone of 
sin rolled away, to come out from the tomb of the 
world, to be born again! Regeneration has always 
been taught and preached here, yet one young woman, 
for years considered a Christian leader, declared that 
for the first time she understood what the re-birth 
meant! How explain it? Simply that the Holy Spirit 
had found one he could use to take the things of the 
Lord Jesus and show them to us. The inescapable 
impression was given of one passionately in love with 
his Lord. 

Being cold and dignified Presbyterians we recoiled 
when first the suggestion was made that the whole 
congregation join in vocal prayer. Pastor Chi ex- 


‘plained that the early believers had “lifted up’ their 


voice to God with one accord” and he had found it 
helpful to follow their example. Well, we grew to 
love it! The sound of many voices importunately 
pleading for blessing encouraged others to seek also. 
Prayer became a living thing, desperately in earnest. 

The Gospel of Luke, written to show an individual 
the way of life, was the basis of the morning ser- 
mons. Pastor Chi showed that each chapter marked 
a distinct step of the journey— repentance, being born 
again, baptized with the Holy Spirit,! filled with the 
Holy Spirit, winning others, running the way of holi- 
ness. In the evening the same theme was expounded 
from another portion of Scripture, a most effective 
method of making each step crystal clear. 5 

Before starting his sermon Pastor Chi would explain 
briefly his theme, and- then ask every one to pray 
aloud, each for himself, that he might receive this 
blessing or take this important step. One felt that 
this time of earnest preparatory prayer gave the Holy 
Spirit’ a chance to work in our hearts. It is much 
more searching to pray for oneself than for the other 
fellow! At the close of the sermon there would be 
another time of kneeling in united prayer, each having 
his own definite transaction with God, whether con- 
fessing sin, or making definite surrender, or taking up 
the cross, or seeking the filling of the Spirit. 


Hand-Raising That Really Meant Something 


Those who had honestly taken the step indicated 
were asked to raise their hands. I have always felt 
that hand-raising didn’t mean anything. But this time 
it was wonderfully helpful. It clinched many a de- 
cision and has held many firm since: “I raised my 
hand that I was willing to bear the cross; I can’t go 
back on that!” In this way every message was made 
intensely practical and personal; no one could dodge 
the issue. We were led definitely and joyfully each 
step of the way. At the close of the meetings we 
knew that we had arrived at a new stage of living. 

One day self and the world were shown to be the 
two hindrances to holiness. All were urged to put 
these both on the cross so that the Lord might reign 
in a purified heart. Each one who made this trans- 
action was told to write the date in their Bibles with 
a sketch of: three hearts, one with “self’’ crossed out, 
one with “the world” crossed out, and one with the 
Lord alone. It was a solemn but joyous testimony 
that something real had taken place. The clear teach- 
ing and emphasis on “the will of God, even your sanc- 
tification” came with new significance and power. 

In the last few meetings a brief period was given 
for testimonies. Only very short ones were encour- 
aged, but such a lot of joy packed into a few words! 
Many had definitely settled their sin account; others 
knew they were born again; others were rejoicing in 
cleansed hearts; some were gladly taking up the cross 
as their glory; many were conscious that fetters had 
been broken, that the Lord was supreme where self 
and the world had had dominion. Many were the 
faces transformed by an inner shining that was gloriou 
to see! : 

Our dear Pastor Ku had been dissatisfied and heart 
hungry for months. He longed to be filled with the 
Spirit; confessed that he had had the experience as a 
young man and then gone back. One evening during 





1As readers of The Sunday School Times know, there 

are different views held by sound and devoted Christians 
as to the teaching of the Bible on the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit; some, as in this article, believe it is a second 
work of grace subsequent to regeneration, others that 
it occurs at the time of the new birth—the latter view 
being held by The Sunday School Times and by many 
well-known Bible teachers and institutes. But the Times 
welcomes the opportunity of publishing the blessed testi- 
mony given in this article while it would interpret the 
Bible teaching differently at the point mentioned.—The 
Editor. 

















































































































264 


the revival, in announcing an early morning prayer- 
meeting, he remarked, “Pastor Chi says my faith is 
small; 1 know it is. But I want to be a man ot great 
faith.” A féw minutes later he was kneeling in a 
dark corner in the back of the church weeping 
brokenly. The next morning his beaming face an- 
nounced that God had met with him and given him a 
new name —no longer Jacob but Israel! The change 
is miraculous. “I have been depending on myself; now 
I am in the Lord’s hands completely,’ was his testi- 
mony. 

One Christian woman knew she ought to forgive 
one who had wronged her; but she couldn’t forget. 
She wanted the Lord to use her, but no fruit resulted. 
How like so many of us! When Pastor Chi graph- 
ically explained that everything must be given over to 
the Lord before He could fill one with His Holy Spirit, 
she made a definite commitment. Immediately she 
found herself rejoicing in a miracle! Every vestige 
of the old sore had vanished! A wonderful new 
power in witnessing has come. Some she has prayed 
for for eighteen years have suddenly turned to the 
Lord, and she is starting a study class in her own 
home for them. 

A teacher in the day school had caused much anxiety 
by her hardness of heart. She admitted that she had 
lost faith in the Bible and ridiculed her believing hus- 
band for continuing his devotions. She was restored 
to faith and driven to ask forgiveness of several whom 
she had wronged. A terrible burden was laid on her 
heart for her family and village. For many sleepless 
nights the words kept ringing in her ears, “The Lord 
has broken your fetters; what about them?” She 
has now gone Home to witness. 

The young business manager of the men’s hospital 
had hardened his heart because he felt that God had 
treated him very badly in withholding longed-for chil- 
dren. He sat with bowed head during the meetings, 
not daring to face the questions asked. He freely criti- 
cized the speaker’s methods and the testimonies of 
those who had received a blessing. But after the 
meetings, in a personal interview with Pastor Chi, 
he got the victory. And another lifé has been changed! 

But the most glorious part of the revival has been 
the aftermath, usually so much dreaded. Every one 
has been shaken out of ruts of cold indifference and 
all are on fire to win others. They have scattered 
to their homes for the Chinese New Year holidays, 
constrained by the Spirit to witness and exhort. “Woe 

lis unté me, if I preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9: 16.) 
|*"We cannot but speak the things which we have seen 
land heard” (Acts 4:20). Joyous reports are coming 
back of the way the Lord is blessing their testimony. 
a life begets life. To our Lord belongs all the 
\glory. 
| Practically the whole church has formed itself into 
jlittle preaching bands, going out once a week to pro- 
claim the Good News. A “watch-tower” has been 
opened, a little prayer room in the church. More than 
a hundred people give an hour a week each to go to 
the “watch-tower” to intercede for the many requests 
that are filed there. From six o’clock in the morning 
until ten o’clock at night there is a constant stream 
of prayer from that little room. On the wall is a 
banner marked “Praise the Lord,” and beneath are 
pinned the requests that have been answered. 

But the Bethel Band not only encourages others to 
pray, it undertakes to pray personally’ for all who 
desire it. Each individual who wished to ask for 
|prayer was told to write a letter stating what sin he 
had repented of during the revival, what blessing he had 
‘received, and what petition he desired of the Lord. 

Pastor Chi simply poured out his life in the meet- 
ings, then gave himself freely for long hours of per- 
sonal interviews with troubled souls. But, the strenu- 
ous campaign over, he still carries us individually 
before the throne of grace! Must not many of us who 
= name of evangelists be convicted of our lazi- 
ness 

It has been popular recently to urge missionaries 
to be learners from the peoples to whom they go. The 
thought is that there is much of beauty and worth in 
‘the non-Christian faiths. I have found nothing to be 
desired there, but radiant beauty in one of this land 
who has been completely mastered by Jesus Christ. 
It makes me very humble and very grateful to realize 
‘that I, who came to China as an ambassador of the 
Gospel, have been led into the deep things of that 
Gospel by a Chinese man of God. Isn’t it ~won- 
derful ? 

In giving his personal testimony Pastor Chi told 
how he had been raised by a widowed mother who 
supported her little family by spinning and weaving. 
Night and day she worked to keep her son in school. 
Even with her bravest efforts he knew what it was 
to go dinnerless to class. Then better days came when 
he was in the postal service earning a good salary. 
The call to preach came, and his mother reproached 
him bitterly for giving up this lucrative work and 
forgetting her years of weary toil for him. 

There was an agonizing struggle, but one night he 
. dreamed that he saw himself in a coffin, dead. He 
awoke determined to die to self. Once he went through 
the rain a long distance to keep a preaching appoint- 
ment. He was drenched to the skin, and returning 
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he waded through water knee-deep, with sharp stones 
cutting his feet. The Devil questioned, “Is it worth 
while?” But the Lord graciously blessed him and 
filled his heart with peace and the Holy Spirit. 

He returned from another preaching trip to find a 
dear sister ill beyond hope of recovery, for her mother 
had not realized she should be sent to the hospital. 
This was a great sorrow. But he joyfully shouldered 
the cross, and anew the Holy Spirit filled his heart. 
Again he was kept peacefully at prayer, while without 
an angry mob was crying for his life. “Not I, but 
Christ.” \ 

Congregational singing in the Orient is the despair 
of most Westerners. But little Miss E. drew out 
time and tune and rhythm that was a joy to hear. 
The whole community is still singing the choruses 
she taught, “Come and Dine,” “Glorious Freedom,” 
“Fill Me Now,” “Jesus Breaks Every Fetter,” and 
many others. 

Not only a gifted song leader and soloist, she was 
the speaker in the afternoon meetings for outsiders. 
The preaching was not unusual, but the fruitage was. 
One woman had been worked with for eighteen years ; 
but she had hardened her heart and persecuted her 
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believing nieces. The theme, “As You Please,” startled 
her with the realization that one day she would not 
be able to do as she pleased; and she sought refuge 
in the Lord Jesus. In that one family nine were really 
saved and their home transformed. The work of 
eighteen years suddenly came to fruition. Why? Was 
it not because the Holy Spirit was able to work 
through a clean instrument? 

It is embarrassing to have been an evangelist for 
years and just now to be matriculating in the A B C 
class in soul-winning! Yet praise God for a changed 
present and the glorious possibilities of the future. 
He is using the Bethel Band. Will he not also use 
us if we are willing to go the same path of utter de- 
votion—truly dying to self and expectantly looking 
to the Lord moment by moment? If any dear ones 
in the homeland are bemoaning their fruitlessness, 
may all the rubbish of sin be quickly cleared from 
their heart channels. Then in response to faith the 
rivers of living water will flow unobstructed. And 
we of Pao-ting-fu testify that that is a blessed experi- 
ence! “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together” (Psa. 34: 3). 

PAO-TING-FU, 














Why God Chose Joseph as His Ambassador 


An illuminating answer to a question suggested by the 
current Sunday-school lessons on the life of Joseph 


By Ray G. Uhrich 








OD needed a man. A tremendous task had to 
be accomplished. Important issues “were in- 
volved in the delicate mission upon which God’s 
choice would be sent. God’s personal honor was in- 
‘volved in the result of the great enterprise which 
needed a human instrument to be God’s representative. 

The qualifications for this office were exceedingly 
high; the subtle strategies of an insidious enemy would 
be met and, above all, had to be overcome. The 
world’s then mightiest military power had to be won 
to favor the world’s most despised people. Hence 
diplomacy of the very highest order had to be the 
constant possession of the man sent upon this most 
delicate mission. Above all this was the great requisite 
of ability to administer the physical welfare of an 
entire ‘civilization while at the same time occupying 
the most servile capacity. Truly one is moved to 
inquire whether such an individual can be found within 
the ranks of the human family. 

Apart from and above all these tremendous natural 
qualifications was the most important of all— spir- 
itual sufficiency. Spiritual factors which are rare in- 
deed were demanded of God’s choice. God had to 
be feared in sincerity and truth. His Word had to 
be the citadel of the whole heart. The Lord’s honor 
must be considered more sacred and precious than life 
itself. The integrity and validity of the revealed Word 
had to be unquestioned. Personal preference and feel- 
ings must be surrendered to His will. Spiritual preju- 
dice and pride could obtain only outside the soul of 
God’s choice. 

When the terrified brethren of Joseph heard him 
say, “God sent me. ... It was not you that sent me 
hither, but God” (Gen. 45:7, 8), they were confronted 
with a truth astonishing for them and arresting 
for us. 

Joseph, being next to Pharaoh in power in Egypt, 
controlled the welfare of not only the whole world 
but, may we say it with due reverence, also the wel- 
fare of the honor of God’s name in the earth. Joseph 
says he is in that position because he is God’s choice, 

Why was Joseph God’s choice as ambassador to 
Egypt to serve during that tremendous crisis when 
the world was suffering from famine? Why did God 
select him? 

Joseph’s brethren were well aware that they, were 
the natural cause of his departure from their paternal 
home. Yet here they stand hearing him declare that 
they did not send him away, but that God sent him. 
Why should God wish to send anyone into benighted, 
barbarous Egypt? Then again, Why should God 
choose a mere lad rather than a more mature man; 
as for instance, his older brethren? 

The immediate story may cause one to conclude that 
the coming famine was the cause for God wishing to 
send Joseph into Egypt, because Joseph says, “God 
sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the 
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance” 
(Gen. 45:7). If nothing more was involved than 
the supplying of corn for food, could not God have 
supplied that as easily in Canaan as in Egypt? Again, 
could not the food administrator of Egypt have sup- 
plied all their needs without the contest concerning 
Benjamin if he had not seen more than was included 
in the immediate famine? Some one may reply that 
this famine was to be met in a different manner from 
usual, and it was God’s plan to meet the needs ofthis 
crisis in this unusual manner. Very well, that helps 
to accentuate this query: Why, in the first place, was 


“ 


it necessary at all that there should be a famine; one 
which caused the family of Jacob to be the chief actors 
in the stirring drama? 

After Abraham had received the promise that he 
would inherit the land of Canaan he asked the Lord 
God, “Whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?” 
(Gen. 15:8.) He asked God for a sign. God grants 
his request and gives him a sevenfold sign. Each of 
the seven distinct parts of the sign is listed in Genesis 
15: 13-16. Our present investigation. is concerned 
chiefly with the first: “Thy seed shall be a stranger 
in a land that is not their’s” (v. 13). This eliminates 
Canaan. Canaan was the property of Abraham and his 
seed. They were not strangers to the land; they were 
“strangers and pilgrims” to the inhabitants of the land 
(Heb. 11:13). Therefore the first part_of the seven- 
fold sign involves the execution of a task that could 
not be carried out today in any nation under Heaven. 
The combined efforts of the world’s diplomats would 
fail to accomplish such a thing. Think of what this 
entails. A strange nation establishing its own laws 
and institutions in the midst of another nation which 
naturally is antagonistic. This to be done so as not 
to violate, disrupt, or conflict with the established 
authority of the fostering power. God set a task for 
himself in the sign he gave Abraham which, both then 
and now, would baffle the world’s wisest to attempt to 
execute. All would declare it not only unreasonable 
but also impossible. If it seemed impossible to man’s 
reason that Abraham should actually possess that land 
it surely would have been declared more impossible 
still to accomplish the sign of that promised gift. But 
man’s reasoning power never plays the slightest part 
in the framing of God’s great covenants with his peo- 
ple. This, no doubt, is one great reason why men of 
God’s choice are so very rare. When God has pledgéd 
himself to undertake that which is impossible to man, 
watch him work when he has found the instrument 
that he can trust and use. 

God’s choice for this mission must come from but 
one family of all the families of the earth. When 
he said to Abraham, “I am the Lord that brought 
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land 
to inherit it’ (Gen. 15:7), he limited the scope. of 
selection to Abraham’s “seed” (v. 13). Hence none 
outside of Abraham’s family was eligible. 

God’s law regarding the “right of the firstborn” 
(Deut. 21: 15-17) is definitely stated. When a man 
has more than one wife (as Joseph’s father Jacob) 
he must be just to the rightful cldim_of his first-born 
son and not favor his favorite son (Gen, 37:3) above 
the right belonging to an elder son. 

No sensible person would be so foolish as to charge 
God with violation of his own law. Yet, when he 
chose an ambassador to Egypt to carry out the plan 
promised to Joseph’s great-grandfather, he selected 
not the first-born (Reuben) son of Jacob but the 
eleventh-born. son— Joseph! If God chose upon the 
basis of sovereign election the Scripture is silent con- 
cerning it; but that he did select Joseph upon -the 
basis of merit is plainly declared: “The word of the 
Lord tried him” (Psa. 105:19). God’s choice was 
determined by the attitude of that family toward that 
which he has exalted above his own name —his Word. 
Upon reading the record of the dreams given Joseph 
in Genesis 37: 5-11 it: may seem as though he was 
merely elected by God as His representative, but if 
the reader will keep in mind the whole revealed ac- 
count it will be seen that those dreams were an addi- 




















Lesson for May 29 


tional testing and last warning to Joseph’s family. 
In other words, God’s choice was made, yet he sends 
one last warning to those brethren before forever 
sealing the final decision. 

According to God’s law in Deuteronomy 21: 15-17, 
Reuben enjoyed the right of the first-born, His father 
acknowledges him as such (Gen. 49:3), and God tes- 
tifies to the same truth in 1 Chronicles 5:1, 3. But 
Reuben was rejected. Why? The shameful, sordid 
story of his instability reveals the reason for his re- 
jection: “Thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest 
up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou: he went 
up to my couch” (Gen. 49:4). It will be noticed 
the quotation omits the italicized word “it”: see the 
immense force if the word “thyself” is substituted. 
See also 1 Chronicles 5: 1. 

Reuben did not consider his father’s honor sacred. 
He had a mind of his own. His personal passion and 
pleasure were paramount to him. In the time of test- 
ing he could fling parental regard to the winds and 
“sow his wild oats.” God’s immutable law, “Honor 
thy father and thy mother” (Exod. 20:12), held no 
“promise” (Eph. 6:2) worth while to him. 

Today many young folk imagine it a mark of ma- 
turity to refer to their God-given parents as “the old 
man” and “the old woman.” When the experienced 
parent seeks to advise or admonish the: young, the 
immature, rebellious heart, and too often the mouth, 
replies, “old fogy” ; “out of date.” It isn’t much; is it? It 
is so common that “everybody’s doin’ it.” Then again, 
: it is so convenient to act in the popular manner; isn’t 
But remember, Reuben forfeited a throne because 

of it! 

Simeon and Levi are privileged to take the next 
turn to step into God’s holy balances to be weighed 
spiritually and morally as to their fitness for the great 
opportunity. Genesis 34 and 49: 5-7 reveal their spir- 
itual and moral weight. These brethren form an in- 
famous coalition for conspiracy and cruelty to wreak 
their vengeance upon an unsuspecting neighbor. When 
they had their victims in their cruel control their 
vengeful lust burned out an entire nation. Jacob re- 
coils from the horror of it as he reviews the terrible 
tale of their torture: “O my soul, come not thou into 
their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not 
thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and 
in their selfwill they digged down a wall. Cursed be 
their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for 
it was cruel” (Gen. 49:6, 7). The prostitution of 
power was not a serious offence to them. In fact, they 
gloried in it. When authority was in their hands 
they acted solely to satisfy their own selfish, sensual 
appetites. 

Upon reading their record our souls may cry out 
in disapproval of their heinous crime; but wait! It 
may be that our cry will die in our throats when we 
see the same principle operating in twentieth century 
Christians. ‘Who is it that has absolute control over 
the crown of all God’s creation: “I beseech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service’? (Rom. 12: 
1.) “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God... . 
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy ; for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are” (1 Cor. 3: 16, 17). Who is the responsible cus- 
todian of the only earthly temple of God today? Who 
is the overseer amenable for our personal time, tal- 
ent, treasure? Who is it that has power over these 
most precious things? Simeon and Levi considered it 
a delightful thing to use (and abuse) their possession 
of power to satisfy their personal. passion and prefer- 
ence. But remember, they lost a powerful scepter be- 
cause of it! 

Think of the probable tragedy and calamity if 
Simeon and Levi had had Joseph’s unlimited power 
in Egypt. Suppose they had stood in Joseph’s stead 
after the family came to Egypt and their traitorous 
brethren were completely at their mercy. Do we be- 
lieve that they would have said what Joseph did: 
“Fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. 
And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them”? 
(Gen. 50:21.) If their fierce, cruel, vengeful pas- 
sions had been unleashed and spent upon the heads of 
their brethren who wronged them, what would have 
happened to God’s promise made to their great grand- 
father ? : 

Judah is given the opportunity to qualify for the 

* great position of power in Egypt. The report of the 

Divine Examiner is recorded and filed for our investi- 

gation in Genesis 38. Judah left the place where his 

“brethren” dwelt, and “went down,” and “turned in,” 

and*“saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite. 

. .. He took her, and went in unto her.” The fruit 

of this conduct was that “she bare him” three sons. 

Judah was Israel’s son, but at the same time he had 
no conscientious scruples about being very liberal in 
conduct. While enjoying a good standing with the 
people of God, he could at the same time see nothing 
very much wrong if he should “turn in” for a good 
time in the world (Canaan). Physical and spiritual 
fornication were not serious deflections in his estima- 
tion. His high position as a son of Israel did not 
act as a deterrent when he walked in Canaan and saw 
its allurements. The Examiner’s detailed report re- 
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veals that Judah’s experience was not an accidental 
slip, for he had three sons from this Canaanite; and 
he built a house in this his profligate state. 

There seem to be so many of God’s dear children 
today who are living a mode of life domineered by 
the flesh. Spending their time in any place or way 
that the “old man” (Rom. 6:6) may direct. Contract- 
ing and cultivating friendships with “enemies of the 
cross of Christ.” Judah did this. He enjoyed “the 
pleasures of sin for a season”; but remember, he lost 
a crown because of it! Did our blessed Lord speak 
idle words when he said to us, “Behold, I come quickly : 
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown’? (Rev. 3: 11.) 

Imagine the result if liberal, licentious Judah had 
been in Joseph’s place in Potiphar’s house (Gen. 39: 
7-10). What would have happened to Israel when 
they arrived in Egypt under Judah’s supervision? 
Would they have been segregated as a separate nation, 
or would he have advocated a liberal policy as being 
better than their “narrow” views concerning religion? 
Would he, who delighted to live with and like the 
Canaanites, not have sought to make Israel a nation 
of “good mixers’? What would have happened to 
God’s covenant with Abraham if a “good mixer” had 
been in control? 

God. never takes a chance; and every child of God 
can be most thankful that he does not. If he did, 
could one ever be certain of eternal life? Only fool- 
ish man believes in taking a chance. Our blessed 
Lord always knows; he tests, he tries. Long before 
his choice is made he knows what to expect. Little 
did those brethren think that their lives were being 
tested daily by the Divine Chemist in his great labora- 
tory of everyday life. Their true worth in relation- 
ship to his plan was revealed in the so-called ordinary 
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things of life. The small, apparently insignificant 
and unimportant things being shirked or misused may 
be the first step to elimination from the lists in the 
Christian race. 

God’s choice was made upon a very exact and select 
principle. Long before Joseph started upon that un- 
promising, mysterious journey to a world responsibil- 
ity and exalted rulership, for the blessing of humanity 
and the glorifying of God, our Lord knew Joseph alto- 
gether. God was not running any risk in the man 
he selected. No doubt Joseph was as unconscious of 
the ultimate end of his unpleasant experience in youth 
as were his brethren. But having demonstrated per- 
fectly that he was a man after God’s own heart, he 
was God’s choice. God chose him because he chose 
God. He ruled because he was ruled. Has not suffi- 
cient been shown to demonstrate the great principle 
upon which God ‘then and now makes his choice? 

Thrones are to be given as rewards by our blessed 
Lord in a yet future time (Matt. 25: 14-30; Luke 19: 
11-27; Rev. 3:21; 20:4; 22:12). The present time 
is God’s testing time. We at this very hour are under 
the eye of the Divine Investigator. Could God trust 
us in Joseph’s place? Joseph was God’s choice be- 
cause the honor of God’s holy name was more to him 
than all else in this world. We bear his name: hon- 
orably, or otherwise? Run no risks: God does not. 
“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the 
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward” (1 Cor. 3: 13, 
14). What awaits our coming into the Lord’s pres- 
ence: reward or regret? God richly rewarded Joseph: 
‘will he be able to do the same for you? 

Jonestown, Pa. 














The Coming Fundamentals Convention 


| Glimpses of the good things in store for the meetings soon to be held at Columbus 
By Paul W. Rood, igen ot the worlds Chestian . 

















UNDAMENTALISTS of .the world are hereby 

reminded that the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of 
The World’s Christian Fundamentals Association will 
be held in Columbus, Ohio, June 19-26. The large 
Civic Auditorium has been placed at our disposal for 
the entire week so we will be able to take care of 
the multitudes that are expected to assemble. We are 
also promised adequate newspaper publicity and -the 
use of radio facilities. So the influence of this Con- 
vention should be widespread. The Convention theme 
will be: “The Church and Revival.” The suggestion 
has been made that we give attention to the teaching 
of the New Testament regarding the Church, her 
origin, position, mission, history, and future. Certainly 
every phase of doctrine, life, and service can be dis- 
cussed under this theme. The present status of the 
Church suggests the need of revival. There is no hope 
for the Church and the world apart from revival or 
the return of the Lord. While we are waiting for 
the Lord there is nothing that will please him more 
than prayer and work for revival. Out of the present 
world crisis must come some stupendous intervention 
from God that will change conditions. What shall it 
be, — revival or advent? 

Among the prominent evangelical men who have 
already been invited to participate in this program are: 
H. A. Ironside, W. B. Riley, J. Oliver Buswell, 
Robert Hall Glover, Will H. Houghton, Charies G. 
Trumbull, M. R. DeHaan, B. H. Shadduck, Clifton 
L. Fowler, J. E. Eggleston. 

Several other renowned preachers and teachers are 
expected but we cannot at this time give a complete 
list of our speakers, 

Eldon R. Farrar, the well-known trombonist and 
song leader, will have charge of the music. The 
“Cleveland Quintette,” composed of the best colored 
singers we’ve ever heard, has also been invited to the 
Convention. Altogether we are expecting to make 
this one of the most profitable conventions ever held. 

The following schedule is suggested as a2 tentative 
program: 

Sunday, June 19—“The Church and Revival.” 

Monday, June 20—“The-Church and Missions.” 

Tuesday, June 21—“The Church and Education.” 

Wednesday, June 22—“The Church and the Bible.” 

Thursday, June 23—“‘The Church and Evangelism.” 

Friday, June 24--“The Church and Her Enemies.” 

Saturday, June 25—“The Church and the Young People.” 

Sunday, June 26—“The Church and the Future.” 


Dr. Buswell, President of Wheaton College, is ex- 
pected to take charge .of the day devoted to Christian 
Education. Evangelical seminaries, Bible Institutes, 
and colleges are expected to send representatives, and 
Dr. Buswell will arrange a strong program for this 


ay. 
Dr. Glover, the Home Director for North America 


of the China Inland Mission, and a well-known author- 
ity on Missions is being asked to take charge of the 
day devoted to Missions. It is hoped that practically 
roel missionary field will be represented during this 
ay. 
Well-known evangelists and workers are expected 
to take part on Evangelism Day. Every Christian 
worker will receive stimulus and inspiration’ from the 
Convention, and therefore we urge evangelists, teach- 
ers, pastors, missionaries, and evangelicals in ~all 
spheres of service to sacrifice anything and everything 
in order to attend the Columbus Convention. It will 
be the red letter week of your experience! 


A Sound Seminary in China 


HE North China Theological Seminary at Teng- 

hsien, Shantung, China, was opened in i919 ‘by 
Dr.-W. M. Hayes at a time in his life when most 
men are entitled to retire. It has had twelve years 
of great usefulness. In 1927 there were 135 men study- 
ing there together with 51 women in the parallel 
women’s -training-school. Since then, because. of 
China’s national troubles, the enrollment has receded 
somewhat, but it is still going strong. It bears a 
striking testimony to what resolute believers in God 
and his Word are able in humble reliance on him to 
accomplish for his kingdom in times of unrest and dis- 
tress. Its initiation was the work of a few Chinese 
pastors and its entire control is in the hands of the 
Chinese Presbyterian Church, though among its stu- 
dents are representatives of a dozen different denomina- 
tions coming from sixteen Chinese provinces as well 
as from Manchuria and Korea. What its American 
sister, Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia, is for us, 
the North China Seminary is for the Land of Sinim, 
—a witness to evangelical truth, a protest against 
unbelief in the church, a hearth of scholarship. . In 
twelve years it has sent out 187 men and 41 women, 
well equipped pastors, evangelists, and Bible wo- 
men. 

The soul of the enterprise has been Dr. Hayes. 
He has borne the heavy burden of the school’s finan- 
cial needs, has prepared the theological textbooks, and 
has taught and molded the minds of the students. 
These students and friends are not unmindful of their 
great obligations to their loved leader, and have raised 
$2,000 as a starter toward a $10,000 fuad to be applied 
to pressing needs of the institution. This will be a 
tribute to the fifty years of arduous labor in China 
which Dr. Hayes will have completed by the autumn 
of 1932. To those who wish to help, Dr. Martin A. 
Hopkins, Tenghsien, Shantung, China, writes: ‘Make 
out your check to me as if I were your next-door 
neighbor.” 
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LESSON 9. MAY 29. JOSEPH THE DREAMER 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 37 : I1-II 
Golden Text.—Provide things honest in the sight of all men.—Rom. 12: 176 








KinG JAMES VERSION 
1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein 
his father was a stranger, in the land 
of Canaan. 


2 These are the generations of Jacob. 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
feeding the flock with his brethren; and 
the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and 
with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s 
wives: and Joseph brought unto his 
father their evil report. 


3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
all his children, because he was the son 
of his old age: and he made him a coat 
of many colours. 


4 And when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his breth- 
ren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and 
he told it his brethren: and they hated 
him yet the more. 

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray 
you, this dream which I have dreamed : 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land of his 
father’s sojournings, in the land of Ca- 
naan. 2 These are the generations of 
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, 
was feeding the flock with his brethren; 
and he was a lad with the sons of Bilhah, 
and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s 
wives: and Joseph brought the evil re- 
port unto their father. 3 Now Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he was the son of his old age: 
and he made him 4a coat of many colors. 
4 And his brethren saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brethren; 
and they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and 
he told it to his brethren: and they hated 
him yet the more. 6 And he said unto 
them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which 
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7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves 
in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and 
also stood upright; and, behold, your 
sheaves stood round about, and made 
obeisance to my sheaf. 

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt 
thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou 
indeed have dominion over us? And 
they hated him yet the more for his 
dreams, and for his words. 

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, 
and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, 
I have dreamed a dream more; and, be- 
hold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me, 

10 And he told it to his father, and to 
his brethren: and his father rebuked him, 
and said unto him, What is this dream 
that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy 
mother and thy brethren indeed come to 
bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 

11 And his brethren envied him; but 
his father observed the saying. 
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I have dreamed: 7 for, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my 
sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, 
behold, your sheaves came round about, 
and made obeisance to my sheaf. 8 And 
his brethren said to him, Shalt thou in- 
deed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us? And they hated 
him yet the more for his dreams, and. for 
his words. 9 And he dreamed yet an- 
other dream, and told it to his brethren, 
and said, Behold, I have dreamed yet a 
dream ; and, behold, the sun and the moon 
and eleven stars made obeisance to me. 
10 And he told it to his father, and to 
his brethren; and his father rebuked him, 
and said unto him, What is this dream 
that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and 
thy mother and thy brethren indeed come 
to bow down ourselves to thee to the 
earth? 11 And his brethren envied him; 
but his father kept the saying in mind. 


2Or, a long garment with sleeves. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by Intermational Council of Religious Education, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

ITH Joseph and his dreams there begins the 
W of the great divisions of God’s Book of 

Beginnings; and there begins what literary 
men have called the greatest story ever written in 
any language. Genesis gives to the story of Abraham 
over thirteen chapters, to Jacob over ten, and to Joseph 
thirteen. After Jacob’s return to Canaan, the doings 
of his sons stain the record with revolting sins. But 
the bright spot is Joseph, against whom the Scripture 
story records no fault —like Daniel, that other Mas- 
ter of Dreams. The Genesis story of man’s sin ends 
in a blaze of glory, the glory of God’s grace that 
abounds where sin abounds, and abounds more exceed- 
ingly. 
The Historical Setting 


Jacob on his return to Canaan went first to Shechem, 
then back to Bethel, then to Hebron where Isaac was, 
some thirty miles south of Bethel. It was from 
Hebron that Joseph set out for Dothan about sixty 
miles north. Joseph’s story begins when he was sev- 
enteen, eleven years after Jacob returned to Canaan. 
Jacob was then a hundred and eight, and it was twelve 
years before Isaac’s death (though this is recorded in 
35:20 in order to complete the record concerning 
Isaac before the “generations” of Esau and Jacob are 
given). Our lesson may be dated 1728 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 

Genesis 37: 1.—And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein 
his father was @ stranger, in the land of Canaan, This 
important statement is in contrast to the record of 
Esau’s removal from the land of Canaan (36:6, 7). 
The land of promise was the land in which Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, the children of faith “sojourned,” 
as in a land not their own, dwelling in tents (Heb. 11: 
9). At this time Jacob was in Hebron, with Isaac 
(35: 27-29; 37:14). 

Verse 2—These are the generations of Jacob. This 
marks the last of the ten divisions of Genesis intro- 
duced by this phrase, “generations of,” indicating the 
events in the unfolding of God’s plan of redemption 
that flow out from or belong to the person mentioned ; 
in this case the story of Joseph, with one chapter on 
Judah, through whom is to come the promised Seed. 
(Refer to article on Genesis in the Times of March 
26, now available in pamphlet form at 10 cents a 
copy.) Joseph, being seventeen years old. See His- 
torical Setting. Was feeding the flock with his breth- 
ren. According to the wholesome custom, he was 
working hard, learning his calling of a shepherd. And 
the lad was with the sons of Bilhah. The meaning 
may be that he was acting as a lad or servant under 
them. Bilhah was Rachel’s handmaid, and the sons, 
Dan and Naphtali. The sons of Zilpah,— Leah’s 
handmaid, whose sons were Gad and Asher. They 
were from four to nine years older than Joseph. And 
Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. A 
rough, unspiritual lot were most of Jacob’s sons, and 
the sons of the handmaids doubtless were particularly 
so. In that polygamous household they would have 
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many reasons for envy and hatred. Joseph stands out 
as a pure, devout youth meeting his first shock when 
with his sinful brothers, It was both natural and 
right that he should tell his father. 

Verse 3.— Now Israel loved Joseph more. He should 
have learned a lesson on this from the experience of 
his own father and mother. Because he was the son 
of his old age. Jacob had special joy in the birth of 
Joseph, the first son of his beloved Rachel. Benjamin 
was under ten at this time, and was thought of as a 
child rather than a “son.” He made him a coat of 
many colors. Clothing was very significant in the 
East, and there seems little doubt that this garment 
meant that the right of the first-born was to go to 
Joseph. 

Verse 4.—And when his brethren saw... they hated 
him. Children always see what parents think about 
them. Trouble is ahead for Joseph; the story of Esau, 
and Jacob is to be repeated in another form. 

Verse 5.—Joseph dreamed a dream. Twice God 
spoke to Jacob in a dream (28:12; 31:10, 11). This 
dream ‘also comes from God, but not with a personal 
message. Joseph’s brothers well called him “master 
of dreams” (37:19). Like Daniel, his great career 
is to be built on dreams. He told it his brethren. 
Joseph probably did this in all innocency; but it was 
not like a boy of today telling his amusing dreams to 
his brothers, for they would all regard this dream 
as having significance, 

Verse 7.—Your sheaves stood round about, and 
made obetsance to my sheaf. This was very personal 
and pointed, and did not need a special interpreter. 

Verse 8—Shalt thou indeed reign over us? En- 
raged at Joseph’s words anid also at the plan of God, 
the brothers give voice in a true prophecy to that later 





Brotherhood 
By Amos R. Wells 


OSEPH’S brothers, the cruel ten, basest were 

they of mortal men: blest with a brother to love 

and cheer, able and neble and pure and dear, 
nothing had each in his ugly heart but meanest envy 
and bitter smart, only the jealousy rankling within 
that ends in murder’s deadliest sin. Some, in a 4 
field where all must go, will make the largest and 
finest show, some will gather thé biggest sheaf, 
some one toiler must be the chief. Some, in a 
heaven of stars and sun, must be the bright, partic- 
ular one; some must clearer than others glow, for the 
Lord of Heaven will have it so. What if my 
brother’s sheaf exceeds? I will gather the wheat 
and not the weeds; I will cheerily do my very best, 
and leave to the Harvest Lerd the rest. What if, 
where millions of glories are, I shine as only the 
feeblest star? In joy and patience it yet shall be 
mine, with the whole of the light I have, to shine. 
Fie on the envies of little men! We are living the 
joseph story again. Let us all do our best in the 
tte of Heaven, and each wil! be chief of the whole 
eleven. 











fatal cry of the children of Israel, “We will not have 
this man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14). Every- 
thing seems to work together to intensify their hatred; 
Joseph does not recognize the seriousness of it. 


Verse 9.—The sun and the moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. This repeats the prophecy of 
Joseph’s exaltation, with heavenly instead of earthly 
figures, and adding a feature that his father at once 
interprets as indicating the bowing down of father and 
mother as well as brethren (v. 10). The fact that 
Joseph’s own mother was not living is not in point, 
for Joseph became lord of all the family. 


Verse 10.—His father rebuked him. Probably in- 
tending to pacify the brothers, and not have Joseph go 
too far in pressing the message of the dreams. But 
note also the vast difference in their viewpoint between 
ruling over brothers and ruling over father, 


Verse 11.—His brethren envied him. An envy that 
led to murderous intent. But his father observed the 
saying, that is, he pondered it in his heart, as did Mary 
the sayings concerning her Son (Luke 2:19). ‘Jacob 
knew that God had spoken. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Joseph the Dreamer” means Joseph living accord- 
ing to God’s high purpose for his life. It was not 
dreaming instead of acting, but a dreaming that stimu- 
lated action. The stuff our dreams are made of deter- 
mines the stuff our life will be made of. There are 
the_dreams or visions or ambitions of our own devis- 
ing. There are the ideals men make for themselves 
and the race, leaving God out, and lives patterned after 
them will come to grief; But Joseph’s dreams were 
God’s decrees. They were more than a young man’s 
idle fancies concerning future greatness, Joseph had 
chosen Jehovah, the God of his father’s visions, as 
his God. He was acknowledging him in all his ways. 
Now his life is to be a bringing to pass of these visions. 


His brothers said, “We shall see what will become - 


of his dreams.” They did see. He was severely tried 
before God’s word came to pass (Psa. 105:19). But 
no will of man could hinder that will of God for his 
life. What God said to Joseph in dreams he has said 
to every Christian in his Word: we also are called 
to reign, as “joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). 
We 8 are to live worthily of our high calling (Eph. 
424). 


Lesson Outlines 


JosePH — “SEPARATED FROM His BRETHREN” (Gen. 
49:26). . 

1. In his godliness and purity (37:1, 2). 

2. In his father’s love (37:3). 

3. In-his brothers’ hatred (37: 4). ‘ 

4. In the prophecy of his exaltation (37: 5-11). 
Josern’s RELATIONS WITH MEN AND wiTH Gop 

1. A pure, devout youth with evil brothers. 

2. Loved and chosen by his earthly father. 

3. Hated and rejected by his jealous brothers. 

4. Chosen of God through divinely-given dreams. 


Special Lesson Topiés and Truths 


Joseph a Type of Christ, Joseph is one of the great- 
est of Old Testament types of Christ. A type is a 
divinely purposed foreshadowing of some spiritual 
truth to come. Joseph is not mentioned in the New 
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Lesson for May 29 


Testament as a type, but comparatively few of the 
many types are directly mentioned. The whole life 
of Joseph must be viewed to see the type in its 
grandeur, but it is well to note the parallels in this first 
shapter of his history: well-beloved son of his father, 
chosen to have the rights of the first-born, envied and 
hated by his brethren, his future reign and dominion 
prophesied in the beginning, sold for twenty pieces 
of silver, in their intention put to death by his brethren, 
turned over to the Gentiles. 

The Threefold Significance, Very vividly in all 
Joseph’s story do we see (1) God’s personal dealing 
with him, caring for his individual career; (2) his 
glorious place in the plan of redemption preserving 
the chosen people, taking them to Egypt where they 
are to be fashioned into a nation; (3) his character 
and experiences as a type of Christ and His work. 

Other Topics. Other Prophecies in Genesis. The 
Dreams of. Scripture (see Lesson Questions). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Young men may be pure in the midst of evil com- 
panions. Joseph, who had chosen Jehovah as his God 
and Saviour, was doubtless shocked by his first contact 
with the evil talk and deeds of his rough brothers. But 
he maintained his integrity. 

Don’t be a tale-bearer, but testify against sin. Joseph 
did right to tell his father of his brother’s evil, as it 
was doubtless told for a good purpose. Let us not be 
linked with wrongdoing in any way. It may be our 
duty to expose evil when it injures the family or 
school or other group of which we are a part. 

“Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath” (Eph. 
6:4). This is what is done when parents show favor- 
itism. Jacob’s sons had not the advantage that God 
intends children to have, a loving nurture in the chas- 
tening and admonition of the Lord by father and 
mother united in love for one another and for all the 
children, 


Dream dreams that glorify God and stimulate the 
life to high endeavor. God does not speak to us in 
dreams now as he did to Joseph; he was a special in- 
strument in working out the plan of redemption. But 
in this same plan of redemption we have a place, and 
it is ours to search the Scripture and hear his per- 
sonal call to us to reign in life through Christ, ac- 
complishing the high things he has in his purpose for 
us. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 


Envy is the mother of murder: let us take heed and 
keep ourselves from all envy. 

What a goal God set before Joseph; but no greater 
than ours: we are to press on toward the goal unto 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3: 14). 

Buttressed by such dreams, Joseph needed not to 
fear what man could do to him (Psa. 118:6); we 
also can say, “This I know, that God is for me” (Psa. 
56:9, R. V.). 

God has laid hold of*us, as he did of Joseph; but 
we are to press on to lay~hold on that for which he 
laid hold of us (Phil. 3: 12). 

Joseph’s transparent frankness provided things hon- 
est in the sight of men; he held nothing back, either 
his brothers’ evil doings, or the dreams of his own 
future greatness, 

Heavenly dreams of future glory are befitting only 
re the present earthly walk is pure and godly (Phil. 
4:8). 

Young men and women, don’t follow the crowd in 
evil doing! Follow Joseph: be pure! be honest! be 
ambitious for highest things! Choose God and his 
high calling! 

It is glorious to be seventeen if your life ambitions 
are right. Paul, one of Joseph’s successors, had two 
great ambitions, to please his Lord and to make him 
known where he was not known (2 Cor. 5:9; Rom. 
15:20). 

Co_umsra, S. C. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Matertats: A trophy given for excelling in 
some sport, a diploma, a bank, or money bag, 
supposedly full of money. 











VERY one of you has an ambition of some sort. 
We all crave power of one kind or another. Our 
ambition may not be a high one. 

Some boys crave athletic honors. They give time 
and energy to the pursuit of this ambition. The foot- 
ball field is probably the most popular arena for this 
success, Other sports come in for a generous share 
< oe This trophy represents an ambition grati- 

e€ 


Others aspire to intellectual honors, They spend 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esau Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

BVODOUUED cy 4c 45:008 4405054000 0050005 ob0000 Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel .............5+- Genesis 27 and 28 
8. May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32.and 33 
9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer .............. Genesis 37 : 1-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 41 


11. June 12.—Judah the True Brother. Genesis 44 : 18 to 45 : 15 
12, June 19.—Jacob the Aged Father 

Genesis 46: 1-7, 28-30; 47:7 
13. June 26.—Review: What We Have Learned from Genesis 


Third Quarter = 
1. July 3.—Childhood and Education of Moses. 
Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7 : 20-22 
2. July 10—The Call of Moses ........ Exodus 2:11 to 4:20 
3. July 17.—The Passover .......... Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
4. July 24.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea. 
Exodus 13:17 to 15: 21 








their days and part of the night studying, and the 
diploma comes at last—a hard earned reward. 

Many desire wealth, and the money bag represents 
what they desire above all else. They will sacrifice 
health, friends, and even family, to acquire gold. 

Joseph dreamed dreams of his coming success and 
power. God in his all-wise providence was in those 
dreams, and brought them to pass. Most of us dream 
dreams that are never fulfilled. 

God made youth to dream of achievement. A young 
man or woman without a vision is hopeless. ‘“Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.” But, dear young 
people, ask God what his ambition is for you. Get his 
will in regard to your life work. Many a man has 
failed because he was out of God’s will. 

God made you for a particular purpose. It is far 
higher than your most cherished dream. Let him have 
his way in your life. Let him work out his ambition 
in your life, 

MopeEsto, Cat. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Love.—Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age (v. 3). 
This is only part of the reason Joseph was loved 
“more.” Joseph was the son of the one single and 
only woman the intense Jacob had ever really and 
truly loved. Jacob had “to take them as they come.” 
Leah was tricked on him in his own tricky manner 
by a like tricky uncle. That is to say, Uncle Laban 
“put one over on him,” to use the street vernacular, 
and that “one” was the old girl that nobody.-seems 
to have wanted (Gen. 29:25, 26). Besides, as the 
boy is usually the father to the man, Joseph no doubt 
was a very lovable little fellow. There is a big dif- 
ference in youngsters. Some are very attractive and 
others are—ugh! Yes, we love the little freckled, 
turned-up nose, red-headed, toothless, dirty-faced rag- 
a-muffin, just as much as the Little Lord Fauntleroy 
sort. And by the way, you may remember the author- 
ess of that charming story claims the Little Lord was 
so charming and attractive because of the perfect love 
that existed between his father and mother, a sort of 
Jacob and Rachel attachment. The Little Lord’s 
father, while not serving fourteen years, sacrificed a 
title and wealth to marry the girl he loved. Yesy in- 
deed, Jacob loved Joseph because he was a lovable boy, 
the boy of his old age and the boy of his sweetheart. 
How we love the story of Joseph all the way through. 
He was a type of the Lord Jesus, so of course Jacob 
loved him above all the rest of his offspring — those 
murderous brethren from the “put-over” Leah and 
the “handmaidens.” What is there lovable in the 
whole Leah-concubine strain? Nor has there been 
any change in all the years — Love begets love. Love- 
= homes produce lovable children (1 John 4: 
19). 


The Dreamer.—They hated kim yet the more for 
his dreams (v. 8). The world has never much liked 
its dreamers, and like Joseph’s brethren have held them 
in contempt, saying, in effect, “Look at ’em— here 
comes that dreamer!” (v. 19) — until the dream comes 
true. If he happens to be one of those dreamers we 
call “Poet,” the good Old World lets him starve in a 
garret. Goldsmith. If a sculptor, lets him fret his 
heart out. Barye. If a painter, lets him put his pic- 
tures in his garret. Carot and Millet. The poet’s 
original manuscript sells for a fortune. A Barye 
bronze sells for twice its weight in gold. You can get 
a nice Carot for $10,000, and Millet’s “Angelus” sold 
for $100,000. I have a friend who has a first edition 
of Burns’ poems, for which he had been offered $5,000 
—and he laughed at such a small offer! Yet that 
first edition sat on the bookseller’s shelves for many 
a day. As for an original Shakespeare folio— just 
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offer one for sale and see the crowd in your front 
yard, headed no doubt by his Grace, Lord Newton, 
Duke of Daylesford! Edison’ dreamed of a multi- tele- 
graph and, got kicked out of the Memphis office as a 
“fool” to think of “sending two telegrams at once on 
the same wire.” Henry Ford got the Detroit laugh 
and no credit at the grocery dreaming of a “Universal 
Car.” The Wright boys dreamed of what you see up 
in the air every day and they called them “Darius 
Greens.” The history of invention is chockful of “hated’’ 
(ridiculed) dreamers~who found themselves “in a hole.” 
Howe, the sewing machine man was one. Poor old 
Goodyear with his “stinkin’ old rubber you can smell 
a mile,” got his rubber umbrella and overshoes pelted 
with mud from the gamin of the streets. Go on and 
multiply examples for yourself now you are started. 
I have just seen a beautiful old print of Washington 
on a hilltop. Under this picture is the line, “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.” Up there on 
the hilltop Washington dreams of the great Christian 
nation there was to be (Prov. 29: 18). 


Father’s Boy.—His father kept the saying in mind 
(v. 11, R. V.). No smarter man ever handled live 
stock, both human and bovine, than the nephew of 
Uncle Laban. Esau and the speckled, spotted and ring- 
streaked cattle (Gen. 30:32; 28:13-16). Had not 
Jacob also had his dream as per that second reference? 
And did Jacob’s dream come true? Jacob must have 
smiled and chuckled, if they chuckled in those days, 
as he heard his Little Lord Fauntleroy fearlessly and 
boyishly picture his future from the revelation of 
Dreamland. Certainly Jacob would never forget ‘the 
saying.” Jacob, you may remember, was no English- 
man, and primogeniture meant nothing to him, and 
the last for the first, especially when the last was 
Joseph, would be all right for Jacob. How all this 
must have .been brought into the parlor from the 
lumber room of his mind on that great day down there 
in Egypt when he saw the “fields” and the “firma- 
ment” kow-towing before the Bread of the World and 
the Light of the World—if you get what I mean! 
(John 6:35; 8:12.) Every good father stores up 
in his mind as his most precious memories all the 
good and nice things about his boy. All the little 
promising traits of the boy. His dreams, if you please. 
He likes to see his boy trying to master some musical 
instrument. He enjoys seeing him make things. “My 
boy seems to be very handy with tools,” he tells us 
when he asks us to take him on as an apprentice. “My 
boy is a great Sunday-school fellow,” was the proud 
boast of a father to me years ago. That boy is now 
a very successful man and rarely misses church and 
Sunday-school. Come to think about it, he is the boy 
I told you about a while ago, who drove his father 
into the kingdom because he wouldn’t “shut up,” but 
insisted upon reading the Bible aloud in the home every 
day “because Mr. Ridgway, the superintendent, told us 
that is the way to do.” The power that is in the 
Word lifted Dad right into the kingdom of Heaven 
where he is today. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
in the following issue? 


HAT evidence of the courage, afterward so notice- 
able in him, can be found in the first record of 
Joseph’s doings? 

2. What does the record indicate about the date of 
Joseph’s boyish dreams? 

3- What is the first mention of a dream in the Bible? 
How many dreams are mentioned in Genesis? How did 
Joseph’s dream differ from others? 

4. What is there in this lesson that would indicate 
Joseph’s godliness ? 

5. What was the “coat of many colors”? 

6. How long was the walk Joseph took to find his 
sity (Gen. 37: 12-17.) 

Can you mention three important things in which 
‘ts “was like Daniel, and one respect in which his 
personal experience was different? 

8. What other prominent characters whose story is told 
fully in Scripture besides Joseph and Daniel have no sins 
recorded against them in the Bible recerd? 

Why is so much space given to the story of , Joseph 
am he was not in the line of the promised Seed 


10. How is Joseph suggested as a type of Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Rev. E. W. Moore remarked that the condition 


of the tongue was an index of both the physical state 
and the spiritual state—The Keswick Calendar. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy Word contains many 
a life history that. shows thy loving guidance. 
We thank thee for the ways in which thou 
dost speak to ws, and we thank thee that 
it is possible for us to dream beyond the 
immediate surroundings, and the path that 
we see just ahead. Help us to be so yielded 
to thee that our purposes and our hopes may 
be within thy will for our lives, and that as 
we endeavor to win worthy goals we may be 
upheld by the knowledge that thou art lead- 
ing and strengthening all along the way. 
May we not be dreamers only, but doers of 
the work that thou dost set before us, with 
earnest, hearty obedience. We ask it in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Some of you have 
a small boy, or a growing young man in 
the home. The other day he was stand- 
ing by the window just looking out, say- 
ing nothing, and doing nothing. Per- 
haps you said to him, “What are you 
dreaming about now?” And he answered, 
“Nothin’.” Well, perhaps he didn’t mean 
just that. Perhaps he was dreaming, and 
looking not down the street, but away out 
along the path that he hoped his life 
would take. Do you ever dream like 
that? Do you sometimes hear the voice 
of God speaking to you in his Word, in 





OPE 


THE LORD Is My Hefber 


FOLLOW HIM! 











the voice of a friend, in a book that has 
stirred you to want to do great things 
for him? Oh, yes, these dreams come 
first, and then out of them springs the 
work. God sent special dreams to Joseph 
because he had a very special work for 
him to do. Our daydreams may be much 
more wonderful than the dreams that 
come to us in sleep. Sleeping or wak- 
ing, “the Lord is my helper.” Don’t be 
afraid that your purposes in his service 
will be too high, too great. Our heavenly 
Father has a great work for every one 
of us today, and the larger the picture 
of it we see the better for us. But whether 
large or small our duty is to obey, and 
all the while “the Lord is my helper.” 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ue 


Lesson Hymns - 


“He is So Precious to Me.” 
“Jesus Is Calling.” 

“My Wonderful Dream.” 
“[ Am Thine, O Lord.” 
“He Ransomed Me.” 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading caretully 
a leafict explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 

Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 
_ When Peeling Potatoes.—Joseph, be- 
tng seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren (v. 2). A college 
girl, a fine scholar and a noble spirit, 
was spending the summer as counselor 
of a girls’ camp, and among her other 
duties she was expected to help out in 
the kitchen. One day she was busy peel- 
ing potatoes when the head of the camp 
came and spoke to her. “It’s too bad,” 
she said, “that a young woman of your 
education should have to peel potatoes.” 
The college girl. looked up brightly. “But, 


illustra- 





Miss Baldwin,” she said, “I don’t have 
to think about the potatoes while I am | 
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peeling them.” That was a Pauline utter- 
ance. “Whatsoever things are lovely, 
... think on these things.”—From “The 
Devotional Year Book,” by Amos R. 
Wells. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, 
S. D. Prize illustration. 


Better Than Joseph’s Robe.—He made 
him a coat of many colours (v. 3). A 
very little girl attended a meeting, and 
heard about “the best robe.” When she 
went home she said to her father, a police- 
man, “Father, have you got on the best 
robe?” He replied, “What do you mean, 
child?” “Father, have you got on the 
robe of salvation?” The father looked 
very perplexed, and, turning to his wife, 
said, “What does the child mean?” The 
child said, “The preacher told’ us that 
Jesus Christ had made a garment for us, 
and that God gives it to every one who 
asks for it; and he told us that if any 
of us wanted it, to hold up our hands, 
and I held up my hand, and now I have 
got it on.” “How do you know that, 
child?” “Why,” she said, “of course I 
know. Jesus said’so. He told us that 
he would give it to us. I asked him, so 
I have on the best robe.” That night, 
before she went to bed, she said to her 
mother, “Have I been naughty today?” 
“No, my child; you have been-very good.” 
“Mother, I did one naughty thing —I 
slapped Polly [her sister], and when I 
did that I made an ugly spot on my best 
robe; but the preacher told us that if 
we got any stains on our best robe, we 
were to ask Jesus to wash them away; so 
I knelt down and said, ‘Please, Jesus, 
wash my best robe, and make it clean 
again.’ ”"—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent.by W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. 


A Slave Boy’s Honesty.—Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men 
(Golden Text). Dr. Sargeant states that 
at a slave market in one of the Southern 
States at which he was present a smart, 
active colored boy was up for sale. A 
kind master, who pitied his condition, 
wishing him not to have a cruel owner, 
went up to him and said, “If I buy you, 
will you be honest?” The boy, with a look 
that baffled description, replied, “I will 
be honest whether you buy me or not.” 
He had learned the meaning of Ephesians 
4:28 and Romans 12:17.—From “5000 
Best Modern IIlustrations.” Sent by H. J. 
Roberts, D.D., Goleta, Cal.; Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio; E. H. Gibson, 
Cambridge, Mass.; and J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 








For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


WONDER if you are a dreamer or 

a doer? You come to Sunday-school 
and hear God’s Word, and perhaps you 
read it at home; and you long to be 
like the Lord Jesus who gave his life 
for you, but you only dream beautiful 
dreams because you never do any- 
thing. 

I suppose we all think we should like 

to be good and wise and true and brave 
until somehow we become satisfied with 
these dreams. You know, boys and girls, 
it is possible to see so clearly just what 
we want to be like that we imagine we 
are like that. But it is better to do one, 
just one, single loving deed, or speak one 
kind werd, than to only dream that we 
are. the most beautiful saint that ever 
lived! 
- Now our lesson today is about a boy 
named Joseph who dreamed dreams and 
told them to his father and brothers. 
This made his brothers hate him, for in 
his dreams he was always the ruler, and 
they were his servants. He was only 
seventeen years old and his brothers were 
older and were married. In one of his 
dreams he even saw his father, Jacob, 
about whom we have been learning, and 
his mother bow down to him, -and when 
he told his father this he was reproved 
even by him. 

But it was not by dreaming that this 
boy became at last the Prime Minister 
of Egypt, but ‘by faithfulness in his 
father’s home and in the far-off land 
where he was sold as a slave. There 
is a motto which goes like this, “A little 
thing is a little thing, but faithfulness 
in little things is a very great thing,” 
and it was in the little things that Joseph 
was faithful. Though he was a dreamer, 
he was also a doer. (Read -verse 2, 
and explain the meaning of the last sen- 
tence.) It would have been much easier 
for Joseph not to have brought back the 
evil reports about his brothers, but Joseph 
was faithful to his father and his own 
conscience. He knew they would hate 
him more, but his duty was plain and he 
did it! When I was a little girl I learned 
a piece of poetry about inclination (that 
means what self would like to do) and 
duty, and it has helped me even in my 
grown-up days. I know you would like 
me to tell you what it is: 


- rath is cruel, and anger 

is outrageous; but who 

is able to stand before envy?” 
Proverbs 27:4. 
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Stay at home, said Inclination, _ 

~ Let the errand wait! 

Go at once, said Duty sternly; 
Or you'll be too late. 
ut it snows, said Inclination, 
And the wind is keen. 

Never mind all that, said Duty, 
Go and face it, Jean. 


So Joseph conquered his inclination and 
did the right thing. Not only here but 
all through his life he fearlessly did what 
was right. (Show how in later years 
he was in prison and told the baker and 
butler their dreams, he told the truth 
and left the results with God.) I think, — 
don’t you, it was brave of Joseph to tell 
the baker that he was going to die and 
not make up a nice ending to the dream. 
Joseph had always been very truthful. 
God rewarded him by making him» Prime 
Minister of the land of Egypt when he 
was thirty years old. God loves sincer- 
ity. And who is the only One who can 
help us to be sincere’ and truthful? It 
is the Lord Jesus. Now let us learn our 
memory verse: “The Lord is my helper.” 
Let us take it with us into our week’s 
work, so that whether we are at home or 
at school we may remember that the 
Lord Jesus will help us to be true if we 


ask him. 
Expression Work 


Let one of the children point out on 
the map. where Joseph lived. Then show 
them where Egypt is, so that they may 
have some idea of how far he was carried 
off from all who loved him, emphasizing 
the fact that distance is nothing to God 
who was as much with him in Egypt as 
in his own horne. 


Norwicp, Enc. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Some Great Questions Answered in 
esis: 
No. 9. Is ambition right or wrong? 


Judge by its (1) purpose, (2) methods, 
(3) goal. 











ACOB’S life was anything but ideal, 

but his favorite son Joseph’s was rich 

in its exemplification of some of the 
high ideals we now identify with the 
full flowering of Christianity. We can 
commend him: heartily to our young peo- 
ple of this day, at point after point in 
his life, as one full worthy of commenda- 
tion. 

One of the ideal things about Joseph 
was his high ambition and his right use 
of it when attained. And is not this 
another of those great questions in which 
your girls are interested, to which Gene- 
sis Offers us God’s answers, usually in 
the form of the life stories of its char- 
acters? 

That ambition may be the deadly foe 
of true moral greatness, the very rock of 
stumbling im-many a life, is all too easily 
proved by the pages of biography and 
by life all around us-today. Wrong am- 
bitions, or even right ones wrongly at- 
tained and used, are certainly not in tune 
with our Lord’s teaching about true great- 
ness — that its secret lies in true humility 
and service, the consideration of self 
being only a means, never an end. “Who- 
soever will be great among you, let him 

your minister [servant],” said our 
Great Teacher, and this surely precludes 
all ambitions for personal prominence or 
power, as the world counts power. 

But what about the “ambition” to be- 
come such a servant of all, such a min- 
ister to the needs of others, and the am- 
bition so to train and prepare one’s self 
as to be better fitted for such service? 
All of us know of such truly Christlike 
ambitions in action today, in the lives 
of missionaries and others who are wholly 
surrendered to Christ for such service. 
There is working in Africa today a young 
woman whose whole life is intimately 
known to this writer. Since early child- 
hood she has been governed and guided 
by this very ambition — to be one entirely 
given to the Lord and entirely used in 
whatever service he might lead her into. 

















Lesson for May 29 


Blessed indeed are the results in her life 
and in hundreds of other lives whom she 
reaches. 

Only the first part of Joseph’s life is 
under review for this lesson, but can you 
not so sketch its main features as to 
make plain to your girls the place a high 
ambition held in his life? Its very incep- 
tion, in his early youth, is the lesson 
story for this week. One cannot trace 
in this record any indication that Joseph 
visioned any such great place and power 
as afterward came to him. These boyish 
dreams so innocently told to his brothers 
and his father gave him no clew as to 
how he would one day rise above and rule 
over his own family to their very salva- 
tion from extinction; but. who can say 
that they did net linger in his mind and 
spur him on to the rightful attainment of 
his place of power and his right use of 
it when his power meant the saving or 
the destroying of those very brothers who 
so hated him for his ambition? 

Nor can we find im the record any 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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mean or selfish methods by which Joseph 
finally rose to that place ot his boyish 
ambition. Rather was every step of his 
way to the premiership of Kgypt marked 
by strict integrity and sympathetic kind- 
ness toward others. Such high respon- 
sibility must be held by somebody — how 
well to have the ambition to hold it as 
a high trust for others’ welfare! Our 
Lord did fot say all such “ministers” 
must or could be on the same plane of 
life, but he did teach us that his followers 
must be guided by the pure purpose of 
service, governed by methods of honor 
and mercy, and inspired by a goal of bless- 
ing to others over and above all consid- 
eration of self. 


Home Study 


You will find fresh interest in reading 
again Joseph’s whole story, at least chap- 
ters 37 to 41 this week. As you read 
put it to the test of some of these great 
questions we have been thinking about 
during this Quarter: What was his atti- 
tude toward sin? What sort of friend 
was he? How did he regard his own 
rights? Did he find God in his own life? 


Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class ~ 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mistakes. 

Discussion: Let the fellows suggest 
some of the dangers that accompany 
promotion, and point out the best way 
to meet and overcome them. 


Objective: A spirit of true humility. 











AY, fellows, in this brief section of 

Joseph’s life which we have today, 
contained in the first eleven verses of 
Genesis 37, I believe we may get our 
best lesson from his mistakes. For surely, 
he made them. Right at the start, when 
he was seventeen or eighteen years of 
age he made them. Joseph may be said 
to have gotten off on the wrong foot to 
a great career. 

Joseph was a perfectly natural young 
fellow. He had an ego complex. Every 
fellow has an ego complex at about that 
age. He begins getting it while playing 
with a rattle in his high chair, with every- 
body paying him attention and reminding 
him ‘of himself, what he can do, what 
words he can say, how he can laugh, and 
how loud he can crow. The whole world 
gets busy teaching him that he is mar- 
velous before he is two Years old, and he 
proves an apt pupil. As he grows out 
of babyhood he throws away his tin rat- 
tle, but his ego complex continues to 
rattle in his head. Some fellows never 
get over it. Joseph did. He gloriously 
did; and that is the story for next week. 
Today ~we are dealing with his mis- 
takes. 

Joseph had about all the fine pcints: 
good looking, cheerful, industrious ; a high 
sense of honor; loyalty to God; all of 
these — with his ego. He was conscious 
of his superior position in the family; 
he was the son of Rachel, his father’s 
favorite wife; he was his father’s favorite 
son at that time, too, and he wore the 
coat of many colors, his father’s token 
of favor. Joseph’s association with his 
older brothers would have been more com- 
fortable, perhaps, if he had not worn it 
when he went out to be with them. To 
his brothers, Joseph was a cad. in. that 
coat. It was an outspoken mark of sep- 
aration between them. Joseph could: not 
fail to notice that. Then came his dreams 
—such pointed dreams. They told their 
story like the big billboards. Oh, folly 
of follies to tell his brothers those 
dreams! And all on top of the rainbow 
coat! 

When Joseph told his brothers of his 
dreams, he wrote FINIS on his home life 
in Canaan and upon his freedom, for his 
brothers treacherously sold him into slav- 
ery. They could not stand to hear him 
tell‘of his dreams. Even his doting father 
balked on the second one. 








So here, fellows, we have put our 
finger on perhaps the only defect in this 
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superb character; yet it was sufficient to 
bring him into a sore experience. Joseph 
suffered many painful years for his indis- 
cretion. It is true, it all worked out ulti- 
mately in a splendid way, as we shalt see 
next week when we review his later 
years; but the point is that he made a 
needless mistake that brought upon him 
great distress. It may be said that it was 
all in God’s design. Joseph, himself, said 
in later years to those same brothers: 
“Ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good.” But it is equally 
true that God is resourceful enough to 
have worked his plan -without Joseph's 
mistakes. No fellow need ever feel that 
he must go a-blundering to help God put 
through his plans. A wise humility which 
would have kept Joseph quiet on_ those 
dreams. could never have kept Joseph 
from the second place in Egypt. 
Fellows, Joseph is one of the finest 
examples of a truly great man that you 
will find in all the inspired record of 
great men—the Bible; but, as a young 
fellow, he has surely taught us “how not 
to do,” when a fellow gets elevation and a 
peculiar thump in his chest that makes 
him feel he has a destiny. Later, when 
his real elevation came, he was prepared 
for it, and rode the waves like a thorough- 
bred; but that is next-week’s story. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 22) 


1. The parable of the importunate friend 
(Luke 117: 5-10). 


2. Isaiah 9: 8 and Romans 11: 26. 
3. Prayer. 


4. The fact that Esau returned no an- 
swer to Jacob’s friendly message, but started 
out with four hundred men indicated a hos- 
tile intent. He did not know what attitude 
Jacob would take to him; apparently Re- 
bekah had never sent Jacob word that Esau’s 
anger was past. The evident meaning of 
the narrative is that God changed Esau’s 
heart in answer to Jacob’s intercession and 
surrender, and in response to Jacob’s new 
attitude. 


5. Human tact and. ingenuity yielded to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


6. Notice that Jacob placed Rachel and 
her little son, Joseph, in the rear of the 
long line of his family to meet Esau, — 
the best saved for the last. 


7. He was about five years of age, being 
Rachel’s first-born. Rachel’s marriage with 
Jacob had taken place some six years before 
this return. Imagine Joseph’s memories of 
ps coin meeting with his “Uncle 

sau” 


8. It was God himself, called in Hosea 
12:4 the Angel, therefore the Angel of 
Jehovah, or Jesus Christ in -pre-incarnate 
form (Mal. 3:1). It was evidently a literal 
wrestling, as the touching of the thigh was 
literal, just as Jehovah literally ate with 
Abraham (Gen. 18). Jacob with tears of 
repentance yielded himself to God and. ob- 
tained the blessing from God through. his 
surrender and faith. 


9. The outward marks of the elder 
brother’s place were accorded to Esau by Ja- 
cob, since he himself had glimpsed the inner 
meaning of the covenant blessing which God 
would carry out by his sovereign grace. 


10. From the promise in Genesis 3: 15, 
we see Satan working in every way to de- 
stroy the promised seed. Had Esau at- 
tacked and destroyed the children of Jacob 
how wou'!d God’s promise at Bethel con- 
cerning Jacob’s seed be fulfilled? Back of 
Esau’s enmity was Satan seeking to destroy 
the seed. 


11. Proverbs 18:19; 18:16; 21: 14. 


12. Jacob met God, and learned somethin 
of the inward meaning of the blessing, an 
of grace versus self-effort. This wholly 
changed his idea of supplanting Esau. Jacob 
became Israel. . 7 


13. That Jacob first of all bought a parcel 
of land to be used for the purpose of wor- 
ship rather than for further gain is surely 
not like his old self, but his redeemed nature. 
Read Genesis 33: 18-20. 


14. “El-Elohe-Israel” Jacob named his 
first altar in Canaan, “God, the God of 
Jacob.” See marginal reading for Genesis 
33: 20. 

15. His beloved Rachel died soon after 
the erection of his second altar, at Bethel, 
as they journeyed therefrom to Bethlehem, 
and as she gave birth to Benjamin. See 





Genesis 35: 16-20. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 5. How Should We Pray? Matt. 6: 0- 
15. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 12. Getting the Most Out of Our Leisure 
Time. John 9: 4. 

June 19. How Honest Are We as Individuals 
and Groups? Acts 4:32; §: 1-5. 





Sunday, May 29 


Why Should We Pray? 
(Psa. 51 : 10-19) 





Mon.—Pray in distress (Psa. 107 : 1-8). 

Tues.— Praise. through prayer (Psa. 103: 
1-13). 

Wed.—Pray because we need help (Matt. 
6 : 9-13). 

Thurs.—Pray because we need guidance 
(Psa. 37:4, 5). 

Fri.—Pray because God is Father (Matt. 
7: 7-12). 

Sat.—Pray because weak (2 Cor, 12:28, 
9). 











What is prayer? 

What reason have we to believe that God 
hears prayers? 

What sort of things should we pray for? 


SPEAKER on the platform at 

America’s Keswick, Keswick, N. J., 
was telling the delegates, at the beginning 
of a conference, something of the place 
to which they had come. “And at the 
rear of this auditorium,” he said, “is 
the power house of the Conference.”’ Some 
of the delegates looked surprised, for they 
had heard the sound of a gasoline engine 
that pumped the water and ran the electric 
dynamo, in quite another location. See- 
ing their surprise, the leader smiled as 
he continued, “Yes, the power house of 
the Conference is indeed at the rear of 
this auditorium. It is there that we have 
our prayer room. It is open day and 
night for the use of delegates. .And it 
has been our experience at other Con- 
ferences that this is indeed the true power 
house.” ‘a 


May we not say, then, in answer. to 
the first question suggested by our topic 
that prayer is power, or rather it is the 
lever that releases the power of almighty 
God? We have the authority from God's 
Word for this, for we read, “If ye shall 


ask ... I will do” (John 14:14), and 
again, “Ye have not, because ye ask not.” 
oe 


But, one of our topic questions asks, 
“What reason have we to believe that 
God hears prayer?” First of all, we have 
God’s Word for it. Job reminds us that 
the wicked asked this very same ques- 
tion by saying, “What profit should we 
have, if we pray unto him?” (Job 21: 
15.) God himself answered this ques- 
tion. In the latter part of Job’s book he 
says to Job’s false comforters, “Take 
you now... a burnt-offering; and my 
servant Job shall pray for you: for him 
will I accept: lest I deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have not spoken 
of me the thing which is right, like my 
servant Job” (Job 42:8). 

In Psalm 65:2 we read, “O thou that 
hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 
come”; and in Proverbs 15:29, “The 
Lord is far from the wicked: but he 
heareth the prayer of the righteous.” 

In the New Testament we find that the 
Lord Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 
and that he reminded them that “if ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more 
shail your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?” 
(Matt. 7 :.11.) 

In Ephesians 6: 18 we find that part* of 
the Christian’s defense against the attacks 
of the evil one is prayer, and Paul ad- 
monishes us to be “praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance and supplication for all saints.” 
Philippians 4:6, 7 shows us that prayer 





is linked directly with the supply of the 
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Christian’s needs and with his peace of 
mind, for we read, “Be careful for noth- 
ing: but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” 


ye 

Furthermore, throughout the length and 
breadth of God’s Word we have an abun- 
dance of testimony. that God does an- 
swer prayer. Abraham prayed for a son, 
and the prayer was answered in his old 
age. Jacob prayed for protection from 
Esau, and when his brother met him he 
fell upon his neck and wept. Again and 
again Moses prayed for the children of 
Israel and God heard and answered and 
sent thei good, and oftentimes withheld 
evil frora them. Our Scripture: lesson 
gives us one of David’s great prayers 
for forgiveness from sin. God heard and 
answered and restored him. Later he 
called him a man after his own heart. 
The Gospels are replete with instances 
from the prayer life of the Lord Jesus 
showing how God heard and answered 
his prayers, The Epistles continue the 
unbroken record of God’s faithfulness in 
answering where his children were will- 
ing to pray and believe. 

oe 

But each of us may have a personal 
prayer experience and know that God 
hears and answers prayer. Nothing de- 
lights the heart of God more than to have 
his children come to him and prove him. 
He lays down a few simple conditions, 
which we shall consider in our topic for 
next week. If we will meet his prayer 
conditions, God will meet us every time 
with the answer. 


. 


Finally one of our topic questions asks 
“What sort of things should we pray 
for?” Since God is our heavenly Father 
and the planner and the perfecter-of our 
lives, what may we not pray for? 
longs to have us come to him with every 
detail of our lives. How often we have 
failed to consult him and to ask his guid- 
ance. Then when we have gotten into 
difficulty we rush to him, Sometimes we 
wonder why God does not always answer 
our distress calls in the way we think he 
should. We forget that we have hin- 
dered him and prevented him from doing 
‘what he longs to do, because we have 
failed to consult him in the beginning. 

Can-we not learn that there is no cir- 
cumstance too small, no detail too trivial 
to take to our heavenly Father? There 
is no desire of our hearts that we should 
not be able to talk to him about, frankly 
and openly, If the desire is a wrong one 
he will quickly show us, and point the 
way of deliverance from it. If it is a 
good one, one that he can trust us with, 
we may be sure that his loving heart 
will withhold from us no good thing. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


HILDRENS DAY 
MU 


SAMPLES OF SERVICES in our catalogue of 
Pageants, Cantatas, etc. free. These only are FREE. 
CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, No. 18 

A storehouse of platform material, drills, songs, 
etc. Price 2g cents. 


SPECIAL OFFER. Send jo cents for x: Helper 
and 1 Mother's Day Service. 


HALL-MACK C0., 21st & Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Mus. Co., 306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, lll. 
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Charlie Learns How Rich He Is 


A True Story 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


NCE upon a time, a good many years 

ago, there lived a little rich boy 
whose name was Charlie, His hair was 
as red as fire, and as for freckles, if he 
looked in the glass and counted them, I 
am sure there would have been three 
‘hundred at least: And his last name was 
“Smith.” Of course it was not the red 
hair and the freckles and having “Smith” 
for a name that made him rich, though 
they are all very nice things to have. 
It was in quite another way that Charlie 
was really very well off indeed. But the 
strange thing about it was—he did not 
know it. 

He thought he was poor. Often other 
boys had better clothes than he did. And 
when he compared dinner pails at ‘school, 
it was most always true that there was 
more pie in other boys’ pails than in his. 
When Thanksgiving Day came around, 
the neighbors carved turkey at dinner, 
while at Charlie’s house, they cut up only 
chicken. (And you know yourself that 
turkey is much, much better than chicken 
on Thanksgiving Day.) On Christmas, 
Jimmy Battles, who lived at the next 
farm, got a pair. of brand new, shiny 
skates. And what do,you suppose Charlie 
got? Just a funny home-made sled that 
was too heayy to go very fast. 

You see, the Smiths really didn’t have 
much money of their own, but they had 
a Friend who was worth — oh, -more than 
a million dollars! This Friend was so 
kind and so big-hearted that He was al- 
ways doing things for them, And He 
was so wise and powerful that He could 
swing a thousand stars across the sky as 
easily as He could stick a hundred tiny 
gold flowers onto one single stem, and 
so make a dandelion, 

Now you have guessed the name of this 
rich Friend,—yes, it was God, our 
heavenly Father. And don’t you think 
anyone is rich who has Him for a Friend? 

As I said before, Charlie didn’t know 
how rich he-was, until one day something 
happened .that I am going to tell you 
about. It all--began with a birthday, — 
you know how often nice things do hap- 
pen on birthdays,. On this day Charlie 
got. a most .wonderful present, a new 
watch. Not the fifteen cent kind, but 
a real timekeeper. My, how proud he 
was!. What did he care now about the 
pie and skates and turkeys that other 
people had! 

. Before this, Charlie had never cared 
a great deal about the time, but now it 
seemed as though he must know every 
few minutes just- what hour of the day it 
was getting to be. For what is a watch 
for if not to be used? So the watch 
traveled in and out of the little vest pocket 
so often — for in those days boys as well 
as men wore vests —that it made a thin 
path over the edge of the pocket and 
mother had to put a patch on it. 

Sometime after this, Charlie was going 
to the pasture to bring the cows home 
one night, and what do you suppose. hap- 
pened? There, I am sure you know! He 
put his hand. into that pocket with a 
patch on it, and — the watch wasn’t there! 
It wasn’t in the other pocket either. Nor 





had it been left at home, for he remem- 
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bered very clearly having it with him 
when he had staried after the cows. 
Poor Charlie! What was he going to 
do? Watches don’t grow on bushes, and 
if his was lost, there wouldn’t be any 
other for him, anyway not for years and 
years. 

Now when you have lost something, the 
first thing to do is to hunt for it with 
all your might. And since Charlie had 
been walking through the cornfield, he 
started back now through the rows of 
waving corn, looking carefully as he went. 
Then he walked on to the pasture, search- 


.ing every foot of ground over which he 


might have passed. It must be somewhere! 
Surely in another moment he would see 
the shining nickel lying just ahead in the 
grass. 

For a long time Charlie hunted back 
and forth, but it seemed as though Mr. 
Watch had said good-by forever. 

Then all at once he remembered about 
the rich Friend of his father and mother, 
the God who not only made stars and 
dandelions, but who bent down a loving 
ear and listened when people spoke to 
him about their troubles and needs. 

He was in the cornfield again now. It 
was a good place to talk to God, for no 
one could see him doing it. Slowly he 
kneeled down and folded his hands. He 
closed his eyes, too, for it is generally 
easier to see our heavenly Father with 
our eyes closed, 

“Dear God,” he began, trying very hard 
to keep back the tears, “I have lost my 
watch. You know just where it is—I 
think maybe You are looking right at it 
now. I have hunted everywhere, but I 
can’t find it at all. Please find it for 
me. For Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.” 

Charlie opened his eyes. He had done 
his best, and now it was up to this 
heavenly Friend to do something. Slowly 
he rose to his feet and began to brush 
the dirt from his bare knees. Something 
glistened on the ground in front, — yes, 
exactly in front of him. It was— Hoo- 
ray! It was the watch! And Charlie 
hugged his treasure as though he would 
never lose sight of it again! 

At the same time he was hugging some- 
thing else close to his heart, and that 
was the richer treasure. of having a 
Father-Friend who can and does hear peo- 
ple when they talk to Him. Who not 
only hears but answers. Oh, Charlie 
remembered now how rich he was, for 
you know there are millions of little boys 
and girls in the world who do not know 
anything about this rich Friend, and so 
cannot speak to Him about the -watchés 
and things they have lost. 

Of course he was so full of joy at hav- 
ing his dear watch again that he did 
not think muth about these other children 
now. But after he was grown up to be 
a man he did, and then he began to do 
everything he could to let all the people 
in the world know about God and Jesus 
Christ. 

Charlie is an old man now, but he is 
still preaching “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” 

Toxyo, JAPAN. 
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The International __ 
Bible Reading Association 


HAT if, after the labors of Wy- 
cliffe and Tyndale and the deaths 

of the martyrs, the Bible should be sealed 
today, not in an unknown tongue, but in 
an unread Word! Is it possible that, 
with new translations flooding the market, 
millions should yet through indifference 
or idleness seal the Book to themselvés? 
It is to help to inculcate the habit of 
the thoughtful daily reading of the Bible 
that the International Bible Reading As- 
sociation exists. It does not offer a sys- 
tematic study for school or institute, but 
a systematic reading for the home. It 
has in view the great mass of busy peo- 
ple who find it hard to give much time 
to daily study, but who are glad to gather 
a portion that has some special meaning 
for the daily life. The passages it se- 
lects are short enough to be held as a 
whole in the mind each day, and for a 
week each ranges about a single topic, so 
that a thought grows clearer day by day. 





This weekly topical arrangement is the 
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distinguishing mark of the International 
Bible Reading Association and the secret 
of its peculiar appeal to those who desire, 
not only familiarity with the Bible text, 
but appreciation of the Bible message. 
Week by week writings widely separated 
in time and form are drawn upon to re- 
enforce the message, Genesis is illumined 
by the Psalms; Isaiah’s visions are linked 
with the days of Christ; Hebrews and 
Philippians re-enforce Acts; Joshua and 
Timothy speak the same word, Such a 
system has peculiar merits of its own. It 
demands and stimulates attention. It 
forces the reader to ask questions and 
make comparisons. The readings are 
selected, not only for private use, but for 
reading aloud in groups or at family wor- 
ship. 

Without a definite system, it is diffi- 
cult for many busy young people to keep 
their early resolution of daily reading. 
Try to visualize a million young people, 
young and old, going to office, school, 
and shop, bearing in their heart such a 
word as, “I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life” 
(John 8:12). Would it make a differ- 
ence to the world if that million went 
forth so, every day? 

Individual membership in the Associa- 
tion, including subscription to the quar- 
terly leaflet, is 36 cents a year; ten or 
more leaflets sent to one address, 25 cents 
tach. Those interested should write to 
the International Bible Reading Associa- 
tion, 56 Old Bailey, E. C. 4, London, Eng- 
land; or to the District Secretary, Miss 
Louise J. Dobbins, 124 Homestead Ave- 
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Ten Successful Years at the 
Stony Brook School 


N SPITE of economic conditions, the 

Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, 
Long Island, N. Y., is completing its 
tenth and most successful year. At a 
time when enrollments in preparatory 
schools are at a minimum, this outstand- 
ingly Christian school has had a total 
of 136 boys from 16 states and 8 foreign 
lands, by far the largest student body in 
its history. With academic standing as- 
sured by the accrediting board of the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, with a capacity en- 
rollment, and with a growing record of 
achievement on the part of scores of 
graduates who have entered fifty-four of 
the leading higher institutions, Stony 
Brook in ten years has become one of 
the prominent American schools for boys. 
While much is needed in the way of 
buildings and while present facilities are 
taxed to overflowing, nevertheless the 
school has a thoroughly usable plant with 
many admirable features. 

One of the unusual things about Stony 
Brook is its Bible course, perhaps the 
most comprehensive and thoroughgoing 
course of this kind to be found in any 
American ‘preparatory school. Through- 
out the five years of the preparatory 
curriculum, each boy studies the Bible 
for three periods each. week. These 
classes have been for seven years under 
the personal direction of Dr. Frank E. 
Gaebelein, the Headmaster. His assist- 
ant in the Department of Bible is Thomas 
W. Brohard, Jr., a Stony Brook alumnus 
and a graduate of Davidson College. The 
value of these Bible courses in familiariz- 
ing boys with Scripture, bringing into 
their hearts the great evangelical truths, 
and fortifying them against the corrosion 
of university skepticism is incalculable. 


at.Stony Brook is the strong program of 
Sunday chapel preachérs. The special 
speakers for the present school year in- 
clude Dr. Samuel M. Zwetmer, Dr. Rob- 
ert H. Glover, Dr. J. Gresham Machen, 
Dr. Charles E. Scott, Mr. Philip E. 
Howard, President of The Sunday School 
Times Company, President J. Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr., of Wheaton College, President 
J. Ross Stevenson of Princeton Seminary, 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Mr. Delavan. L. 
Pierson, Dr. Frank Lukens, Dr. John H. 
Gross, and numbers of others. 

The teams of students engaged in dep- 





utation work to near-by churches have 





Another feature of Christian education. - 
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- been unusually active. 
on Long Island have been visited and 
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' first, then service.” 








Various churches 


many testimonies given by student speak- 
ers. A feature of this deputation work 
is the presentation of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League by the boys. Well over a 
thousand members of the League have 
thus far been secured through the school. 


Along with the other activities, the 


* athletic program of the school has been 


particularly successful. The students this 
tenth year are proud of a football team 
that led Long Island and a basketball team 
which won ten out of twelve games. The 
school stresses sports for all and requires 


_ that every physically able boy must par- 


ticipate in some form of regular exercise. 

The Board of Directors have plans 
drawn up for Carson, Hall, a new admin- 
istration building, and also for a greatly 
needed gymnasium. If present financial 
resources can be supplemented by some 
new gifts and pledges, work on at least 
one of these buildings may begin shortly. 
Such a happening would fittingly signal- 
ize the first decennial celebration of a 
school that for ten years has _ stood 


. squarely for the evangelical faith in the 


preparatory school field and that, in so 
doing, has made one of the outstanding 
successes in the recent history of Ameri- 
can education. 





With the New Books 








The Buchman Movement and 
the Cross of Christ 


If I Be Lifted Up. By Samuel M. 
Shoemaker, Jr. (Fleming H. Revell , 
Company, New York, $1.50.) 


"TS HOUGHTS About the Cross” is 

the subtitle of the latest volume by 
the pastor of Calvary (Episcopal) Church 
in New York. The book has a special 
interest because of the questions that have 
been raised as to what place is given to 
the atonement in “The First Century 
Christian Fellowship,” the movement with 
which Mr. Shoemaker has been closely 
associated, popularly called Buchmanism 
after the name of its founder, Frank 


. Buchman. It is also called the “Group” 


movement. 

Every book on the cross of Christ 
must face the test of agreement with 
the united testimony of the Old Testa- 
ment, the New Testament, and the voice 
of the true Church in its orthodox inter- 
ee of the doctrine of the cross. 

uch in these sermens seems to meet 
this test, and many readers might judge 
‘that the writer is in full accord with the 
deepest words of the Church concerning 
the cross. In the sermon on “the mean- 
ing of the cross” are these strong words: 
“Sin is not only the disappointment of 
His love; sin is the outrage of His holi- 
ness. ... There is a real antagonism of 
God toward us. His love yearns for us, 
but His righteousness demands satisfac- 
tion also.” “God, in the Atonement, vol- 
untarily and of Himself put away all 
estrangement on His side, and by a colos- 
sal act of self-humbling and sin-bearing, 
made peace possible.” Again, there are 


_ strong and clear words about . salvation 


by faith. “The very beginning of our 
religion is nothing we do, it is something 
done for us —a gift to us. 
first, then character. Salvation comes 
There is recogni- 
tion that surrender may be preached to 
a@ man in such fashion as to make sur- 
render a work that the man does. A 
striking instance is cited of one man who 
had tried to surrender again and again: 
“I asked him to commit himself this time 
to nothing, but only to accept in faith 
the great fact of salvation from God.” 
_ Another strong feature of the message 
is the searching application of the cross 
of Christ to the individual life. Face 
the fact of sin, the author urges, as we 
should face an incurable disease if we 
had it. Pride, especially spiritual pride, 
is shown in its true meaning, in a way 
that should bring conviction, especially 
to the educated and cultured classes to 
whom these messages are particularly 
addressed. 

But after all this is said, it must be 





Grace comes. 





recognized that the book does not ring 
true to the plain, simple testimony of the 
blood of Christ offered as a substitute 
for lost sinners and made necessary be- 
cause the justice of God, or rather the 
holy God himself, required a propitiation. 
While we do not expect in popular ad- 
dresses the same accuracy of statement 
that theological treatises require, every 
sermon on the cross should give no un- 
certain note on fundamental verities. 
The author rightly speaks of our Lord’s 
cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” as “the most awful word 
that ever rang across the air of this 
world” ; and he says that this word marks 
“the darkest moment in human history.” 
But avoiding the great mystery of the 
separation of the Father and the Son, 
when Christ was paying the eternal 
death penalty of sin, the author seeks 
for some of the human meaning in these 
words, and permits himself to say that 
Christ’s cry of despair “was a.mood, and 
the mood passed.” “It was the place in 
His life where, for a brief and bitter 
season, He touched the awful utmost of 
human forsakeness. Even God seemed 
gone.” Again, in the comment on the 
words, “It is finished,” he writes, “I 
think that the thing which made Him 
say, ‘It is finished,’ was the knowledge 
that He had lived long enough to infect 
the world with a new principle.” And, 
again, he thinks our Lord must have 
said to Himself, “This little handful, the 
whole fruit of My labours, is the one 
hopeful society in the world, the only 
true ‘initiates’ in the open secret of how 
to live, the vanguard of the new human- 
ity. They got what I said. They saw 


{ the point. ‘They dared to follow. They 


will carry on. It is finished!” There is, 
indeed, a human side to all the great 
meaning of the cross, but we miss the 
fundamental thing if we do not put God 
first. These last words of our Lord on 
the cross primarily related to God and 
the unseen world, and then secondarily 
to men. “It is finished” concerned the 
propitiation that was made, the one sac- 
rifice for sin forever, and the meaning 
was deeper far than any application of 
that truth tc human beings. 

This human approach to the problems 
of the cross appears again in suggesting 
that man takes the initiative in the recog- 
nition of Christ and his cross: “Now it 
is not without significance that the 
human race has rescued from oblivion, 
and put Him at the head of our race, a 
Man who died a failure on a cross.” 
But men refuse to put him at the head 
of our race. Another will come in his 
own name, and him will Jew and Gentile 
accept (John 5:43). Again Mr. Shoe- 
maker says, “Mankind has had the in- 
sight to rescue from the oblivion of time 
this apparently trivial incident of One 
Man’s execution for seemingly seditious 
and blasphemous ideas, and to see in it 
the most stupendous of moral signifi- 
cances, and the greatest of all spiritual 
meanings. We have seen in it God Him- 
self, taking upon Himself the enormity 
of man’s sin, and bearing it in our stead.” 
It is because of this point of view that 
the author can speak of Christ doing 
something on the cross which “at our 
worst and our best moments we are also 
doing afar off —suffering and sacrific- 
ing.” By the same token, the writer, 
believing in the fundamental goodness 
of the universe, expects the human race 
to do away with war. Our government 
“ought to stop quibbling about fine points 
and line up with the forward-thinking 
opinion of the world in a federation 
which will make war an impossibility.” 
But the forward thinking opinion of the 
world, leading to the rejection of Christ, 
is going to plunge the nations into a 
cateclysmic conflict at the end of this 
age. This is the word of our Lord. 

The general point of .view of the 
writer toward Old Testament Scripture 
may be suggested by such a sentence. as 
this: “When they used to catch a goat 
in Old Testament times, and figuratively 
bind their sins on his head, and turn him 
loose to forage for himself, naming him 
the scapegoat, they were groping after 
something.” Christians have always 
known that God told them to do this 
thing, and that God was giving them a 
shadow of the real truth concerning the 
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death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. It is true that the people might 
grope after the meaning of what God 
told them to do. But this is far other 
than the modern suggestion that all this 
sacrificial system of the Jews was a 
human groping and a perverted groping 
after Jehovah. 

But one may ask whether this book, 
with its many strong and true words, 
will not lead men to the heart of the 
cross. Doubtless there are those who 
through such messages may be led to a 
true acceptance of Christ and a yielding 
of the life to him. But a public teacher 
must also face the test as to whether his 
message is true to the heart of the Gos- 
pel. Our modern age is happy over any 
message concerning the cross that will 
leave out the hated stumblingblock of 
the truth that God is a God of wrath, as 
well as mercy, and that the judgment of 
eternal torment is the portion of one who 
rejects the Gospel of Grace. This eter- 
nal judgment appears to find no place in 
the book, or at least none that would 
bring a man the conviction that he is a 
hell-deserving sinner, that conviction 
which is the first step toward real sav- 
ing faith in the One who suffered hell 
for him. 


The Westminster Assembly and Its 
Work. By Benjamin Breckinridge War- 
field. (Oxford University Press, New 
York, $3.) Is it possible for even some 
of the greatest theologians to be deceived 
by Satan in such a way that they are led 
to speak of the doctrine of the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures with serious _inac- 
curacy, and thus be instruments for mis- 
leading a large part of the church in these 
‘most important -matters? ~Doctor War- 
field, in this scholarly volume, does not 
state the situation in exactly those words, 
but he certainly does present the mate- 
rials from which such a conclusion seems 
inevitable. “So good and learned a man 
as Tholuck,” says this famous theologian, 
in trying to prove that a theory of literal 
inspiration and inerrancy was not held 
by the Reformers, “misquoted and mis- 
interpreted “Luther in the article on in- 
spiration in the first edition of Herzog’s 
‘Encyclopedia,’ an error copied ever 
since,” and by which Tholuck “deceived 
a whole generation of ‘scientific theo- 
logians.” One of our own American 
scholars, Dr. Charles R. Briggs, says 
Professor Warfield, “pressed with the 
obvious fact that the Westminster Con- 
fession teaches the verbal or plenary 
inspiration and infallibility or inerrancy 
of the original Scriptures, seeks on the 
one hand to explain away the obvious 
meaning of the document, and on the 
other to undermine it by the round asser- 
tion that the British theologians of the 
Westminster age did not believe the doc- 
trine of the verbal inspiration and iner- 
rancy of Scripture.” . ; 

To answering—and crushing —this 
false charge, Doctor Warfield devotes 
about seventy pages, the fruits of vast 
learning and remarkable insight, in his 
article on “The Doctrine of Inspiration 
of the Westminster Divines.” articu- 
larly and exhaustively he examines the 
writings of one of them, Lightfoot, 
“probably the greatest Biblical scholar 
that took any large part in the discussion 
of the Assembly,” and comes to the un- 
qualified conclusion that, if “men like 
Lightfoot, and Rutherford, and Lyford, 
and Capel, and Ball, and Baxter, did not 
believe in the doctrines of verbal inspira- 
tion and the inerrancy of Scripture... 
human language is incapable of express- 
ing belief in doctrines. Is it not a pity 
that men are not content with corrupting 
our doctrines;but must also corrupt our 
history ?” 

The title of the book itself is also the 
title of its first article. The other four 
deal with closely related subjects: “The 
making of the Westminster Confession,” 
“The Westminster doctrine of Holy 
Scripture,” “The Printing of the West- 
minster Confession.” and “The first 
question of the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism.” 

This book is not easy to read, and one 
would hardly expect it to be, but it will 
richly repay all the effort that it may 
take to grasp thoroughly the truths 
which it so convincingly and with such 





learning undertakes to expound. 
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Behold, a sower went forth to sow 


—Matthew 13:3 


AND WHO DOES NOT ENVY HIM? 


And yet, while some may tramp the fallow fields or the flinty 
places of earth with the Seed of God's Word, others who cannot 


thus serve may back up the spiritual sowers by their prayers, 


their financial support, and their fellowship. 
HOW TO SOW GOSPEL SEED 


This is taught at The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago — and 
No Tuition.is. asked for the teaching. Friends and donors, some- 
times through much personal sacrifice, have stood back of the 
consecrated young men and women who were learning effective 
methods of sowing the Word of Goris in the hearts of peoples 
of every nation, 


WILL YOU STAND BACK OF THE SOWER? 


Perhaps the Spirit of God may lay it upon your heart to re- 
member the training work of the Moody Bible Institute in a 
special offering, in the making of a will, or especially in the 
securing of an ANNUITY CONTRACT, from which you may 
derive a needed income while you live (rates from 4% to 10%) 
and minister to the training of the sowers who go forth to sow, 
when your earthly days are numbered. A marvelous opportuni- 
ty for doing good, while ministering to personal necessity. Ask 
for details regarding 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ANNUITY CONTRACTS 


_ Please clip and return the Coupon 





QWeE INVITE YOUR INQUIRYF 
The MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE of Chicago, Bureau of Annuities (Dept. 3.8. 5). 
153 Institute Place, Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois 


Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, please tell me) How I may secure a gen- 
erous and assured-income during nzy life; and 1 How I may provide for a survivor. 














Name 

Address 

City State. 

Dace 2... RRR ns _— Survivor's Date of Birth 








For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


May 23 to 29 
Mon.—Genesis 37: 1-11. Joseph the Dreamer. 


In early times God often used dreams 
to reveal his plans and his will to his 
people (e. g., Gen, 28:12; 31:24; I 
Kings 3:5). The dream was the most 
appropriate form of revelation to those 
outside the kingdom of God, but it was 
representatives of God’s chosen people who 
must interpret the drearns of aliens. 
Heathendom is passive, Israel active, in 
divine things. Since God has given us 
his completed revelation in the whole 
Bible, he needs no longer do so by dreams. 
Joseph’s later career shows how wonder- 
fully his first two dreams were fulfilled. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Great Commission Prayer League (808 
N. LaSalle Street, Chicago) —for post- 
age for mailing out twenty thousand 
prayer booklets monthly; for printing one 
million copies of the tract “Suppose,” and 
others; for new equipment, including mul- 
tigraph or mimeograph and addresso- 
graph; for weekly radio addresses on 
“Effectual Prayer’ every Friday at 1 
P. M., S. T., over WMBI; for the cir- 
culation of fifty thousand ‘copies of the 
book “Old Time Revivals,’ issued by the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association of 
Chicago. 

Tues.—1 Kings 3: 4-15. Solomon’s Dream. 

It requires the Spirit-given, childlike 
heart that Solomon had to gain divine 
wisdom (1 Cor. 2:14). We may have 
all the wisdom. we need from God (Jas. 
1:5). And what the wisdom is that God 
will give us we may know (Jas. 3:17). 
In these days of unusual Satanic subtle- 
ties we need rich stores of spiritual dis- 
cernment (1 John 4: 1-3). 


Prayer Succestions: In the light of 
marvelous prayer answers during the past 
year, pray with the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, Inc. (325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia), that Satan may get no ad- 
vantage over any of the workers; for the 
spiritual advancement and keeping, in 
times of persecution, of the new converts; 
for thirty-five hundred dollars for a new 
fifty thousand edition of the Flemish New 
Testament. 


Wed.—Acts 10:1-8. The Centurion’s Vision. 


Cornelius illustrates the great Bible 
principle that tc him that hath more shall 
be given. Cornelius took whatever light 
he could get. Becoming a sincere prose- 
lyte of, the gate, God saw to it that he, 
as a representative of Roman power, 
should also have the Gospel. His vision 
and that of Peter fitted together. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTions: Pray for five 
new workers among the Maya Indians, at 
thirty dollars per month each; for five 
horses, with saddles, at forty dollars each; 
for two male workers in two tribes, at 
twenty-two dollars a month each; for half 
the support of two men, at eleven dollars 
per month each; for one teacher already 
prepared to work with Dr. J. G. Dale, at 
thirty dollars per month; for the begin- 
ning of a dispensary and hospital at one 
thousand dollars for Dr. Dale (Pioneer 
Mission Agency, Inc., 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, Philadelphia). 


Thurs.—Acts 10: 9-16. Peter’s Vision. 


Peter was: praying, but not fasting, that 
day. Dinner was late. But God hinged an 
ehormously important event in his kingdom 
program on that delayed meal. _How he 
interweaves his grand purposes in our 
lives into the common things, even the 
household affairs of his dear children. As 
a result of that house-top dream, the 
Mediterranean breezes that fanned the 
drowsy Peter’s cheeks would soon be 








wafting Gospel-cargoed ships, with Pauls, 


(Lesson for May 29) MAY 14, 1932 


Lukes, Timothys, and Silases aboard, out 
to the ends of the known world. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Central American Mission (3611 Congress 
Avenue, Dallas, Tex.) ; for one man-and 
fwo women who accepted Christ under 
the preaching of the Rev. W. C. Towns- 


| end on the night of the eruption of the 


volcano Fuego in Guatemala; pray for 
the Salvador revival to continue ; for the 
Chimaltenango and Itzapa, Duenas, Pat- 
zum, La Sierra, and Patzicia congrega- 
tions, attempting to support their own 
workers in full, or in part; for the stu- 
dents just graduated from the Central” 
American Bible Institute; and for the- 
new station at san Miguel, with its 
workers, 


Fri.—Acts: 26: 12-20. Obeying the Vision. 


There is. a danger in waiting for a 
vision ‘Tike Paul’s before going to the 
mission’ field ourselves. Let the terrible 
need. be vision enough, and let us obey 
Paul’s vision, taking it as a sort of out- 
standing example. We will not insist 
that God repeat it spectacularly in our 
own lives. You say, “There are heathen 
at home to be-saved”? Yes, but as Mrs. 
Tylee, whose husband and babe were mar- 
tyred by the Nhambiquara Indians, says 
in her deputation talks, “The heathen at 
home have had and still have their chance. 
They have refused the Gospel. But the 
heathen in the Amazon basin are lost be- 
cause they never knew — because of their 
ignorance.” 

PrayER SuGcestions: Pray for the 
Egypt Salaam Mission (524 Josephine 
Street, Flint, Mich.); for the eighteen 
children and ten women, who frequent the 
Sunday-school in Mensaleh; for the sixty 
pupils in the Bible school; and all the 


workers. 


Sat.—Joel 2: 28-32. Visions Promised. 


“The last days” seem to sweep before 
Joel’s eye from Pentecost to the coming. 
Dr. Scofield in the note in the Reference 
Bible on Acts 2:17 draws a distinction 
between the last days as pertaining to 
Israel and the last days in relation to the 
Church. In the latter case he says they 
“have especial reference to the time of 
declension and apostasy at the end of this 
age,” and refers to 2 Timothy 3:1; 4: 
4. We surely are in that apostasy. But 
are we seeing the completed prophecy 
adequately fulfilled as to our sons, daugh- 
ters, young men, and old men? (Acts 
2:17.) The masterful scholar. Fausset 
says that the Joel prophecy is “awaiting 
a further fulfillment just before Israel’s 
restoration, when ‘the Spirit shall be 
poured upon all flesh,’ of which the out- 


pouring on all classes without distinction © 


of race is the earnest,” and-he gives these 
references: Acts 2:28, 38; Romans 10: 
12, 13; Zechariah 12:10; Joel 2:23. ° 

PRAYER SvuGGestions: Pray for the 
Famine Orphanages and _ Evangelistic 
Bands; the Rev. and Mrs. Hermann 
Becker at Hunan (Yuanchow, Hunan, 
China}; fer the hundred and seven souls 
who accepted Christ last year; for the 
ten orphanage boys entering the evangel- 
istic band and already helpers at out- 
stations; and praise God for the narrow 
escape from bandits who threatened to 
kill Mr. Becker and other workers. 


Sun. —Proverbs 3: 1-12. The Favor of Jehovah. 


In early youth, perhaps at college, you 
took verse 6 for your life motto. k- 
ing back over your life you recall the 
Lord’s sign of his love, chastening (vs. 
II, 12), and you give praise for the mar- 
velous blessing of a God-directed path, 
save when you wilfully stepped aside from 
it, for God is faithful to the limit. 
Prayer Succestion: Pray for Ekarte, 
a convert of Mary Slessor m Africa, liv- 
ing in Liverpool since he was stranded 


there from the crew of a ship years ago,. 


and who is doing a marvelous evangeliza- 
tion work among the colored members of 
crews that touch Liverpool. 


In our first awakening all the growth of 
our Christian character was wrapped up. 
We must not only bless God for all hs 
benefits: we must rejoice in his holiness— 
Dr. D. M. McIntyre, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 
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